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THAT FREEDOM SHALL NOT PERISH 


SOLAR 
POWER 


The Real Force Behind 
Climate Change? 


Amendment I. Congress shall make no law respecting an 
establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or 
abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the 
people peaceably to assemble, and to petition the Government for a 
redress of grievances. 


Amendment II. a well-regulated militia being necessary to 
the security of a free state, the right of the people to Keep and bear 
arms shall not be infringed. 


Amendment TT. No soldier shall, in time of peace, be 
quartered in any house, without the consent of the owner, nor in 
time of war, but in a manner to be prescribed by law. 


Amendment I V, The right of the people to be secure in 
their persons, houses, papers, and effects against unreasonable 
searches and seizures shall not be violated, and no warrants shall 
issue, but upon probable cause, supported by oath or affirmation, 
and particularly describing the place to be searched, and the persons 
or things to be seized. 


Amendment V, No person shall be held to answer for a 
capital, or otherwise infamous crime, unless on a presentment or 
indictment of a grand jury, except in cases arising in the land or 
naval forces, or in the militia, when in actual service in time of war 
or public danger; nor shall any person be subject for the same offense 
to be twice put in jeopardy of life or limb; nor shall be compelled in 
any criminal case to be a witness against himself, nor be deprived of 
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life, liberty, or property, without due process of law; nor shall private 
property be taken for public use, without just compensation. 


Amendment VI. tn all criminal prosecutions the accused 
shall enjoy the right to a speedy and public trial, by an impartial 
jury of the state and district wherein the crime shall have been 
committed, which district shall have been previously ascertained by 
law, and to be informed of the nature and cause of the accusation; 
to be confronted with the witnesses against him; to have compulsory 
process for obtain-ing witnesses in his favor, and to have the 
assistance of counsel for his defense. 


Amendment VII. tn suits at common law, where the 
value in controversy shall exceed twenty dollars, the right of trial by 
jury shall be preserved, and no fact tried by a jury shall be otherwise 
re-examined in any court of the United States, than according to the 
rules of the common law. 


Amendment VI TI. Excessive bail shall not be required, nor 


excessive fines imposed, nor cruel and unusual punishments inflicted. 


Amendment IX. The enumeration in the Constitution, 
of certain rights, shall not be construed to deny or disparage others 
retained by the people. 


Amendment X. The powers not delegated to the United 
States by the Constitution, nor prohibited by it to the states, are 
reserved to the states respectively, or to the people. 


We at Dean S ellers Fo rd believe a 


of mobility is as fundamental as our Bill of Rights. See Dean 
Sellers Ford for your new freedom machine. 


2600 Maple Rd., Troy, Michigan © (248) 643-7500 www.deansellersford.com 
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W226 N2940 DUPLAINVILLE ROAD 
WAUKESHA, WI 53186 


262-542-0333 * www.Zignego.com 
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DO YOU WANT TO 


INFLUENCE 
THEIR FUTURE? 


You’re not one to leave that responsibility to someone else. 
You're a leader. As a constitutionalist, you want an effective 

way to roll back the tide of socialism and restore American 
liberty. And you want to do so without wasting your time trying to 
reinvent the wheel. 


Climb Into Our Vehicle and Turn the Key 

Your time is limited. You need a program that will maximize your 
efforts. With six decades of proven leadership experience and 
our NEW Volunteer Leaders Accelerated Performance Series, The 
John Birch Society has the turnkey program you need to grow 
your influence and secure the future. 


Follow our comprehensive 10-point game plan and you'll obtain: 

e The power of national concerted action 

e Trustworthy and professional material to educate yourself and others 

e Mentoring and training to quickly build your local organization 

e Up-to-date news and action alerts to save you time and money and 
make you more effective and influential 


The Proof Is in the Reaction 
You'll see firsthand that JBS is the 
most effective and most organized 
opposition that the enemies of 
freedom have ever come up 
against. They have attacked JBS 
more than any other organization 
because they know it is their most 
effective opposition. 


Reviews 
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Joan Brown 
tok Kk Ink 
| have had nothing but satisfaction and 


praise for this very unique organization 


Allen Banks 
kkk KK 
2 They have always told the truth and have 


in almost every prediction been right on the 
money with world events 


NEW Membership Benefits 

NOW INCLUDE: 

e Personal membership card, 
The John Birch Society Agenda 
(our 10-point game plan), and a 
JBS wall calendar with discount 
codes for ShopJBS.org. 

e Membership in either a home 
chapter or local chapter, a 
print subscription to 24 issues 
per year of THE NEw AMERICAN 
magazine, and 12 issues per 
year of the JBS Bulletin. 

e Access to the members-only 
JBS.org Activist Toolbox, 
audio, video, eBooks, Bulletins, 
magazines, and congressional 
scorecards. 


The John Birch Society 
RN 


ACT TODAY TO GET STARTED! 
Visit JBS.org or call 800-JBS-USA1 (800-527-8721) to contact 
your local coordinator, learn more, and apply for membership. 
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CLIMATE 


Solar Power: The Real 


Force Behind Climate Change? 
by Ed Hiserodt — Global-warming alarmists ignore the awesome 
power of the Sun’s influence on our climate. 
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POLITICS 


The “McCarthying” of Roy Moore 

— and What He Stands For 
by Selwyn Duke — Judge Roy Moore, who ran for a Senate seat in 
Alabama, was attacked almost nonstop by the media for allegations 
that wouldn’t make the front page if he were a liberal Democrat. 


ECONOMY 


Trump and the 

Coming Global Financial Squeeze 

by William EF Jasper — President Trump’s apparent agenda to 
reverse key globalist economic schemes leaves many looming threats 
untouched — and they’re still ominously bearing down on us. 


AP Images 


BOOK REVIEW 

Another Look at Andrew Jackson 

by Steve Byas — Andrew Jackson has been called a racist, rapist, 
and irrelevant to U.S. history, but none of those charges rings true. 
In fact, he was likely responsible for binding the country together. 


HISTORY — PAST AND PERSPECTIVE 

The Seleucid War Against the Jews 

by Dennis Bebreandt — Hanukkah, which is an event of both 
historical and religious importance, recalls a time when Jews fought 
battles to be able to continue to practice their religion, and won. 
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THE LAST WORD 
Roe v. Wade: Legacy of Lies 
by Lisa Shaw 

American Principles 
Letters to the Editor The Goodness of America 
Inside Track Exercising the Right 


QuickQuotes Correction, Please! Getty Images Plus; Design by Joseph W. Kelly 
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Phony Liberal Outrage 


Isn’t it interesting that the same “liber- 
als” who believe that adults should have 
the freedom to marry members of their 
own sex, and to use whichever restroom 
they desire, are incensed that Judge Roy 
Moore, the Republican senatorial candi- 
date who failed to win an election after 
24-hour-a-day vilification by liberals, al- 
legedly desired to date young women 40 
years ago. If the young women were over 
the age of consent, his attraction to them 
would certainly be legal. Apparently, only 
one accusation against him involves an 
underage girl. 

It seems that the case against Judge 
Moore is completely lacking in evidence. 
The phony liberals will stop at nothing to 
control the U.S. Senate. 

Meanwhile, the phony Republican 
leadership was willing to sell Judge 
Moore out. None of the forces outraged 
at Judge Moore seems the least con- 
cerned at the huge problems of condom 
distribution to young girls in government 
schools, or about pregnancies involving 
young teenagers. 

This issue proves that the Left really 
does lack scruples, or a moral compass. 

DaAviD HAMMER 
Bronx, New York 


The Motivation Is Money 


Thank you TNA for being a source of 
sanity and common sense in a world that 
seems to have lost its balance — a world 
of false impressions. It is so wearing to 
continually have to read and listen to the 
rantings of individuals who profess to be 
for some ideological concept, when their 
real prime motivation is financial. We are 
all aware that politicians and biased media 
do that as a matter of course, but it’s also 
done by business people who are seeking 
to increase their bottom line. 

For politicians the ideology of sanctu- 
ary cities has the veil of helping people. 
It is what they want the public to believe. 
The real goal is about getting a segment 
of the population who will vote for them. 
They seek to remain in office, as it is one 
of the most lucrative jobs in the nation. 
The funds and benefits that are received by 
federal politicians boggle the mind. How 
many of them who have served for some 
time leave office with limited resources? 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR. 


The ideology of supporting programs 
that are supposedly environmentally 
sound, for many business people, isn’t 
about saving the environment. It’s about 
setting a plan that will help their finances. 
Warren Buffet, for example, supports poli- 
ticians who are against pipelines. Is that 
ideological or due to the fact that much 
of his fortune comes from shipping oil by 
rail? Media personalities will spout nu- 
merous claims about ideological positions 
that have no basis in fact. Their goal is to 
increase the audience for their ranting, 
which will increase the funding of their 
media and their salary. 

President Donald Trump is not getting 
the support that he needs to accomplish the 
goals that were sought by those who voted 
for him. One of those goals was to drain 
the swamp. The situation can be dressed 
up with hours of rhetoric, but our legis- 
lative alligators don’t want the swamp 
drained. It is too lucrative. It’s that simple. 

Bos LAGASSE 
Sent via e-mail 


Our Democrat Party 


What has become of our once-noble 
Democrat Party? There were pictures of 
adults screaming at the night sky on the 
anniversary of Donald Trump’s election. 
(It was as though they were having a 
temper tantrum — adults!) When Trump 
won, our Democrat college students had 
to have crying rooms and counseling and 
hot chocolate. Some schools cancelled 
mid-term exams. Also, I just heard on the 
radio that a recent Pew survey determined 
that 77 percent of Democrat college grad- 
uates do not believe that sex is determined 
at birth — they called it the sex assigned 
by the doctor. It continued that 57 percent 
of Democrats who had only a high-school 
education believed it. Maybe more school- 
ing leaves you with less common sense. 
Republicans were surveyed too, and 19 
percent believed it. I hope there is a re- 
turn to reason. 
ROBERTA SUTTON 
Evergreen, Colorado 


Send your letters to: THE NEw AMERICAN, P.O. 
Box 8040, Appleton, WI 54912. Or e-mail: 
editorial@thenewamerican.com. Due to vol- 
ume received, not all letters can be answered. 
Letters may be edited for space and clarity. 


Family Owned & Operated Since 1972 
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Natural Pods Markel to 


What does “family owned & operated” really mean? For the Clark family, it 
means getting up early for the last 45 years to work in their own community, 


and choosing to invest in the Inland Empire. In a time where Wall Street is trying 


to run Main Street, Clark's Nutrition still believes that family owned and 
operated businesses are the backbone of the American dream and feel 
ee to bee gargites live healthier and happier lives. 
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SELECTION 
Clark's has the largest selection of organic produce and supplements in the Inland Empire. 


NUTRITIONAL CONSULTANTS! 
We have trained Nutritional Consultants to help assist you with whatever your health goals are. 
They’re not on commision, and are here to help you “Live Better!” 


WE ARE EXCITED TO MEET YOU! It is our company mission to provide customers with nutritional 
assistance that can really have a lasting impact on their quality of life. We look forward to meeting 
and serving you! 


AFFORDABLE 
Clark’s goes to great lengths to make sure your family has what they need at an affordable price. 


STORE TOURS! 


“www.clarksnutrition.com 


Come by any time and we will be glad to give you a personal tour and answer any of your questions. 
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12835 Mountain Ave. 
Chino, CA 91710 
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909.478.7714 
11235 Mountain View Ave. 
Loma Linda, CA 92354 


RIVERSIDE 
951.686.4757 
4225 Market St. 
Riverside, CA 92501 
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RANCHO MIRAGE RM 
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34175 Monterey Ave. 
Rancho Mirage, CA 92270 


Ray & Carol Clark 
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Scientists Warn: Conscious Killer Robots Could Destroy Humanity 


The development of “killer robots” that could be misused already 
appears a given, but now experts speak of “the possibility of AI 
developing consciousness, which some warn could be used by 
machines to rebel against humans and kill us,” wrote the Daily 
Star on December 23. 

Subhash Kak, a professor of electrical and computer engineer- 
ing at Oklahoma University, told the paper that if “indeed ma- 
chines become self-aware, they will be cunning and they will 
bide their time and choose the best moment to take over and 
enslave, if not kill, us.” 

Yet it’s unlikely slavery is in the cards. As a commenter under 


the Star piece put it, “It doesn’t take the smartest human to real- 
ize that if ‘conscious’ AI robots wanted slaves, they would build 
‘less-conscious’ robots, rather than rely on such an ineffective 
and unpredictable set of tools as the human race. They would 
simply eliminate all humans.” 

While Kak points out that he doesn’t actually believe robots 
can develop self-awareness because of the uniqueness of man’s 
consciousness, he does warn that there’d likely be serious con- 
sequences if they did. In essence, such a development would 
confront us with entities vastly stronger, sturdier, and more in- 
telligent than ourselves, but which presumably would be con- 
scienceless. 

But according to Kak, many scientists believe a future robot 
takeover is a very real threat. After all, they believe conscious- 
ness has already been achieved by robots: humans. This belief is 
an outgrowth of atheism. If we’re merely cosmic-accident-born 
material beings bereft of souls, we’re then just some pounds of 
chemicals and water. We’re just an interesting arrangement of 
atoms — organic robots. 

Assuming for argument’s sake that conscious robots could be- 
come reality, what we should truly fear is their inculcation with 
an atheistic worldview. To the point here, what could be wrong 
with terminating an organic robot’s function? A conscious robot 
might not have a reason to kill us. But it sure wouldn’t have a 
reason not to. 


Facebook Drops “Fake News” Red Flags 


Just one year after introducing its “fake news” red flags, Face- 
book has discontinued the tool after having to face the fact that it 
just didn’t work. In fact, many users were sharing articles tagged 
by the social media giant as a result of their being tagged. 

The “Disputed” article flagging feature — introduced in De- 
cember 2016 — was designed to stop the spread of articles the 
leadership of Facebook considered as misinformation. Of course, 
Facebook — with its record of manipulating users’ newsfeeds, 
censoring posts expressing views different from those of its lead- 
ership, and violating users’ privacy — is not, perhaps, the best 
judge of what is and is not “fake news.” It is certainly not the 
sole arbiter of truth. 

In announcing its decision to ditch the “fake news” red flags, 
Facebook Product Manager Tessa Lyons wrote in a December 
20 blog post, “Academic research on correcting misinformation 
has shown that putting a strong image, like a red flag, next to an 
article may actually entrench deeply held beliefs — the opposite 
effect to what we intended.” In other words, for those already 
inclined to doubt the veracity of Facebook, calling an article 
“fake news” served more as a “hey, maybe there’s something 
to this” flag. 

In her blog post, Lyons explained that the “Disputed” flag 
would be replaced with a feature that lists “related articles” next 
to the information that Facebook deems unreliable. This new fea- 
ture is based on research conducted by Facebook that showed 
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that when questionable articles had related articles next to them, 
users were less likely to repost them. Lyons wrote, “False news 
undermines the unique value that Facebook offers: the ability for 
you to connect with family and friends in meaningful ways. It’s 
why we’re investing in better technology and more people to help 
prevent the spread of misinformation.” 

There is no question that misinformation is spread on social 
media. But Facebook’s attempt to “prevent the spread of misin- 
formation” is coupled with its efforts to spread misinformation. 
That is a recipe for failure. The selective spread of misinforma- 
tion is still misinformation. 


pawel.gaul/E+/getty Images 


Poland, Hungary Object to EU Attacks on Poland’s Sovereignty 


| 


Zsolt Semjen, deputy prime minister of Hungary, stood up for 
Poland on December 20 after the European Commission (EC), 
which enforces the law of the EU, announced December 20 that 
it is implementing “Article Seven” disciplinary action against the 
eastern European country. The EC objects to two recently passed 
Polish laws (along with others passed in recent years) that alleg- 
edly threaten the principle of separation of powers. Under Article 
Seven, sanctions can be imposed against Poland if it fails to bring 
its laws into conformity with the European superstate’s dictates. 

The commission has argued that the Polish laws it disapproves 


of give too much power to the ruling party over Poland’s Su- 
preme Court and another Polish body that nominates judges. 
Donald Tusk, president of the European Council, charged that 
Poland had “practically liquidated judicial independence in Po- 
land.” Article Seven has never been used before against a mem- 
ber nation of the EU. Ultimately, it would lead to Poland losing 
its voting rights within the EU. 

President Andrzej Duda of Poland differed with that as- 
sessment, however, arguing that the laws actually uphold a 
democratic government by making the courts and judges more 
accountable to the people. He termed the laws “unusually 
democratic.” Poland’s prime minister, Mateusz Morawiecki, 
defended his government’s decision, insisting that the country 
is “devoted to the rule of law,” but argued, “Current judiciary 
reform is deeply needed. The dialogue between the Commis- 
sion and Warsaw needs to be both open and honest. I believe 
that Poland’s sovereignty and the idea of United Europe can be 
reconciled.” 

But EU Commissioner Frans Timmermans explained, “We are 
doing this for Poland, for Polish citizens.” In other words, the EU 
is making itself the superior of the Polish government, asserting 
it knows best as to what is good for Poles. The goals of the EU 
are considered more important than the national sovereignty of 
Poland. Beata Mazurek of Poland’s ruling Law and Justice Party 
suggested that the real purpose of the EU Commission is to pun- 
ish Poland for its refusal to accept Muslim migrants. 


Trump Cuts UN Budget by $285 Million; Step in “Right Direction” 


After dispatching a fringe United Nations bureaucrat to inves- 
tigate “extreme poverty” in the richest nation in human history, 
the UN is about to get poorer. The Trump administration helped 
negotiate a $285 million reduction in the UN’s budget for the 
upcoming two-year period. That is a five-percent decrease from 
the 2016-2017 budget, far less than the 50-percent reduction 
originally sought by Trump early in his administration. Still, the 
move, touted as a “big step in the right direction” by Trump’s 
UN ambassador, Nikki Haley, was praised by supporters of the 
president, Republican lawmakers, and critics of the “dictators 
club” from across the political spectrum. 

The budget reduction was hailed in a December 24 statement 
as one among a “host of successes” by the U.S. State Depart- 
ment. “The inefficiency and overspending of the United Nations 
are well known,” said Ambassador Haley. “We will no longer 
let the generosity of the American people be taken advantage of 
or remain unchecked. This historic reduction in spending — in 
addition to many other moves toward a more efficient and ac- 
countable UN — is a big step in the right direction. While we are 
pleased with the results of this year’s budget negotiations, you 
can be sure we’ll continue to look at ways to increase the UN’s 
efficiency while protecting our interests.” 

UN officials had a different spin on the budget negotiations. 
Unrepentant Communist Party operative Miroslav Lajcak, the 


president of the UN General Assembly, for example, proclaimed 
in a December 26 press release that “progress” would be mea- 
sured by “the impact the United Nations makes on people’s 
lives.” “Our work is not yet done. We have more to do next year,” 
he said, touting the “Global Compact for Migration” and the to- 
talitarian Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), and reforming 
the Security Council, among other items on the UN wish list. 

For longtime critics of the dictators club, the only sustainable 
solution is a full U.S. withdrawal under the American Sovereign- 
ty Restoration Act (H.R. 193). While the trends are encouraging, 
Americans must keep the pressure on. 
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QUICKQUOTES 


Former Trump Advisor Pleads Guilty, Issues Apology 

“T recognize that the actions I acknowledged in court today were wrong, 
and through my faith in God, I am working to set things right.” 
President Trumps brief national security advisor issued a statement 
after pleading guilty to lying to the FBI about his contacts with Russia's 
ambassador to the United States last December. Retired Marine Corps 
General Michael Flynn faces punishment for his action. 


Many Young Americans Show a Preference for Socialism 

“The anticommunist group Victims of Communism Memorial Founda- 
tion was alarmed to find in a recent survey that 44 percent of millenni- 
als would prefer to live in a socialist country, compared to 42 percent 
who would want to live under capitalism.” 

In a column appearing in the New York Times, Michelle Goldberg expressed alarm at the results of 
this survey. She should have expected such a preference from young people, who are victims of the poor 
education they receive at government schools. 


AP Images 


Pelosi Ignores Her Own Complicity in the Escalating Debt Crisis 

“The Republican-controlled Congress is robbing the future by increasing the debt.” 

Pointing her finger at the GOP, House Minority Leader Nancy Pelosi never mentioned the $5 trillion 
addition to the national debt during the four years she served as speaker of the House. 


U.S. Troops in Africa Aren’t Trainers; They Are Combat Forces 
“It’s easier to put ‘trainers’ and ‘advisers’ in a country and say we 
don’t have ‘boots on the ground.’ Well that’s bull***t. They’re com- 
bat boots, every one of them.” 

Former Navy SEAL Scott Taylor spoke out after SEAL Kyle Milliken 
was killed and two others wounded during a “training” mission in 
Somalia. He knows that mislabeling the SEALs as something different 
than combat-ready soldiers is completely wrong. 


Pocahontas Descendant 

Likes Trump’s Use of Her Ancestor’s Name 

“No it doesn’t offend me. If Pocahontas were alive today, she would 
be very proud of President Trump.” 

A true descendant of Pocahontas, Debbie “White Dove” Porreco 
enjoys hearing President Trump refer to Senator Elizabeth Warren as Pocahontas. Warren falsely listed 
herself as a “minority native American” in order to receive favored acceptance into Harvard University 
and has customarily been labeled “Pocahontas” by Trump. 


She’s No Supporter of Unproven Climate Alarmism 
“The predicted climate disruption is evidently worse than poverty, AIDS, poor sanitation, Ebola, or other 
emerging infectious diseases — in the opinion [of climate-change 
promoters].” 

Dr. Jane Orient, the executive director of the Association of Ameri- 
can Physicians and Surgeons, wants pubic health authorities to prove 
their anti-carbon claims instead of just imposing their questionable 
view on the world. 


Fewer Border Crossings From Mexico 
“The president, like him or love him, is doing the right thing. A 45- 
year low in border crossings? That’s not a coincidence.” 
The temporary head of Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE), 
Tom Homan saluted the new toughness at the border. But he recog- 
nized that border agents still made 310,531 arrests during the 2017 
fiscal year. Homan has been nominated to lead ICE. @ 

— COMPILED BY JOHN F. MCMANus 
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Call 1-800-727-TRUE to subscribe today! 
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The Real Force Behind 
Climate Change? ¢ 


Global-warming alarmists ignore the awesome power of the Sun's influence on our climate. 


HE NEW AMERICAN ¢ JANUARY 22, 2018 


by Ed Hiserodt 


arbon dioxide, that little molecule 
( composed of one carbon atom and 

two oxygen atoms, is a modern- 
day environmental criminal. Its crime: 
trapping the Sun’s heat in the Earth’s at- 
mosphere, potentially causing catastrophic 
global warming that will destroy all life 
on Earth. It’s so bad that the United Na- 
tions Intergovernmental Panel on Climate 
Change (IPCC) officially labeled it a pol- 
lutant in 2009. Humans, especially those 
living in wealthy Western countries, are 
said to be co-conspirators in the climate- 
change crime, since they release those 
criminal molecules into the atmosphere 
every day via industrial activity. 

At least, that’s the story we’ve all been 
told for the past few decades. But before 
we charge anyone (or anything) with de- 
stroying the Earth’s environment, it would 
be wise to do a little more detective work 
to gather all the available evidence. In the 
following article, we’ ll do just that. Spoil- 
er alert: We'll find that CO, and human in- 
dustrial activity have been falsely accused. 
The evidence points to the Sun, not CO,, 
as likely being the main driver of climate 
change, and that climate change is a per- 
fectly natural phenomenon. 

Before we get into the details of how 
solar activity helps drive the Earth’s cli- 
mate, let’s take some time to briefly look 
at the “CO, drives climate” argument and 
examine why it’s wrong. 


Falsely Accused 

The increase in atmospheric CO, concen- 
tration over the last century and a half, 
from slightly under 300 parts per million 
(ppm), or 0.03 percent of the Earth’s at- 
mosphere, to around 400 ppm, or 0.04 
percent, is blamed for the observed warm- 
ing of the Earth’s average temperature 
over that time period. Further, the fact that 
human industrial activity also increased 
dramatically over that same period seems 
to justify claims that the increase in CO, 
levels is caused by humans. Ergo, humans 
are causing climate change. 

“Climate scientists” often throw around 
terms such as CO, forcing, sensitivity, 
positive feedback loop, tipping point, and 
runaway greenhouse when attempting to 
explain the supposedly disastrous effects 
of CO, on our planet. Their argument 
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Increases in COs; levels have not caused an increase 
in temperature anywhere near predictions. The 
September 2017 edition of the prestigious Nature 
Geoscience journal contained an admission that, as 
the London Times put it, “We Were Wrong, Climate 


Scientists Concede.” 


goes something like this: Atmospheric 
CO), concentration increases because of 
human industrial emissions; this is known 
as “CO, forcing.” Because of the climate’s 
high “sensitivity” to CO,, this “forcing” 
will cause the Earth to warm, owing to 
the greenhouse effect. This will cause 
changes to the Earth, such as melting ice 
sheets, etc., which will lower the Earth’s 
albedo (i.e., cause less sunlight to be re- 
flected back into space), which will further 
warm the Earth in sort of a vicious cycle 
of global warming. This cycle is known 
as a “positive feedback loop.” Once the 
atmospheric CO, concentration reaches 
a certain level, the Earth’s climate will 
have reached a “tipping point” where, 


AP Images 


owing to positive feedback loops, a “run- 
away greenhouse” is inevitable, meaning 
the planet will essentially be destroyed or 
at least made uninhabitable, and nothing 
could be done to stop this. “Climate sci- 
entists” such as Bill McKibben, founder 
of 350.org, say that we should keep atmo- 
spheric CO, levels at 350 ppm or lower in 
order to avoid any untoward effects. Since 
we’re already at 400 ppm, it sounds like 
we’re in big trouble — meaning humans 
must make immediate and drastic cuts to 
CO, emissions in order to stave off certain 
doom, and we might already be too late. 
Well, not so fast. First of all, the warm- 
ing effect of increased CO, concentrations 
is /ogarithmic, not linear. What does this 


Climate-change criminal? Many “scientists” warn that industrial CO» emissions will cause 
catastrophic global warming, but CO. makes up a tiny fraction of Earth’s atmosphere, and only a 
tiny fraction of that is from human activity. Carbon dioxide concentrations have been many times 
higher in the past, and the Earth suffered no harm. 
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mean? The best analogy is that of blan- 
kets on a cold winter night: The first one 
is a godsend, the second stops the shiver- 
ing, and the third brings peaceful comfort. 
But by the time you pile on the ninth or 
10th blanket, the effect is imperceptible. 
Likewise with CO,: While the Earth’s 
temperature could be expected to rise by 
one degree Celsius if pre-industrial CO, 
levels were doubled (i.e., to 600 ppm), 
that would not be the case for another 
doubling. Evidence for this can be seen 
in temperature reconstructions done by 
paleoclimatologists. Using a commonly 
accepted age for the Earth of 4.6 billion 
years, paleoclimatologists’ reconstruc- 
tions of past climates place CO, levels 
between 1,000-2,000 ppm for much of 
the Earth’s history, with levels sometimes 
reaching as high as 4,000 ppm. So was the 
planet fried to a crisp? No! Reconstruc- 
tions place mean surface temperatures, at 
most, at 7° Celsius higher than today’s lev- 
els — so much for runaway global warm- 
ing caused by CO, crossing some soon-to- 
be achieved “tipping point.” 
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What’s more, there’s not even a strong 
correlation in more recent times between 
temperatures and CO, levels. Most data 
reveal that temperature drives CO, levels, 
not the other way around. Case in point: 
In the late 1800s, the Earth started coming 
out of a cold period known as the Little 
Ice Age that began around 1500. Atmo- 
spheric CO, concentrations did not start 
increasing until after this warming trend 
began, and didn’t really start taking off 
until the mid 20th century. So how can 
warming cause CO, levels to increase, 
and not the other way around? Put sim- 
ply, as the Earth warms, the oceans warm 
up. Water maintains its temperature better 
than air, so the oceans will warm up more 
slowly. Warm water holds less CO, so as 
the oceans finally warm, they off-gas CO, 
into the atmosphere. 

Understanding this solves a major 
problem: Computer models used by “cli- 
mate scientists” to predict climate as- 
sume CO, is the driver of temperature 
increases, but the observed temperatures 
are always lower than what the models 


Suggest to climate alarmists that the Sun may in 
fact be a primary driver of climate change, and you 


will likely get the dismissive retort: 
considered that and found it insignificant.” 


they are right, in a way. 
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Fewer sunspots, lower temperatures: There is 
a definite correlation between sunspot numbers 
and temperatures. The Maunder and Dalton 
Minimums, which coincide with the Little Ice 
Age, are clearly visible on the graph above. 


had predicted. Increases in CO, levels 
have not caused an increase in tempera- 
ture anywhere near predictions. The Sep- 
tember 2017 edition of the prestigious 
Nature Geoscience journal contained an 
admission that, as the London Times put 
it, “We Were Wrong, Climate Scientists 
Concede.” According to the Times, “The 
world has warmed more slowly than had 
been predicted by computer models, 
which were ‘on the hot side’ and over- 
stated the impact of emissions on average 
temperature, research has found.” 

It doesn’t seem very logical to assume 
that a weak greenhouse gas (CO,) is the 
main driver of climate change. What, then, 
are some other ingredients in this complex 
stew we call “climate”? 


Here Comes the Sun 

Suggest to climate alarmists that the Sun 
may in fact be a primary driver of cli- 
mate change, and you will likely get the 
dismissive retort: ““We’ve already consid- 
ered that and found it insignificant.” Actu- 
ally, they are right, in a way. In a universe 
where there are variable stars that pulse 
at thousands of times per second, our Sun 
is a model of constancy. Solar output var- 
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ies by only about 0.15 percent. This small 
change in intensity is indeed too small to 
account for climatic changes — at least di- 
rectly. But our Sun has other ways to shed 
its light on climate. 

Every 11 years, the polarity of the Sun 
reverses, and the Sun goes through a cycle 
of increasing and decreasing sunspot ac- 
tivity, solar flares, and solar radiation. 
These solar cycles are numbered, with the 
1755-1766 cycle being labeled Cycle 1. 
We are currently in Cycle 24. Throughout 
history there have also been longer cycles 
in which a series of the 11-year cycles see 
a relatively “inactive” sun, with few sun- 
spots even during the peaks of the 11-year 
cycles. It is during these times that the 
Earth experiences a cooler climate. During 
periods of high solar activity, with many 
sunspots, average global temperatures will 
be warmer. 

One such inactive cycle came between 
the early 1600s and approximately 1715, 
where astronomers recorded a phenom- 
enal dearth of sunspots. Research in the 
1800s by German astronomer Gustav 
Sporer reveals that during a 28-year peri- 
od (1672-1699) there were fewer than 50 
sunspots. By comparison, we would typi- 
cally see 40,000 to 50,000 sunspots over 
a similar period today. Sp6rer was a con- 
temporary of British astronomer Walter 
Maunder, who identified a period from 
1645 to 1715 now known as the Maun- 
der Minimum. We know little about the 
solar cycles preceding that period since 
such cycles had not yet been realized by 
observers. But some reconstructions indi- 
cate that the Maunder Minimum followed 
several periods of decreasing activity. In- 
cidentally, this trend of decreasing solar 
activity, “bottoming out” with the Maun- 
der Minimum, fits very neatly with the 
aforementioned Little Ice Age. The Dal- 
ton Minimum (circa 1790-1830), named 
after English meteorologist John Dalton, 
occurred as temperatures recovered from 
the Little Ice Age, and appears to have 
slowed the return to earlier norms. 

There is no lack of researchers who 
present studies on the similarity between 
today’s waning of the solar magnetic flux 
and periods of low sunspot activity such as 
the Little Ice Age. Since the 1970s, Valen- 
tina Zharkova, mathematics professor at 
Great Britain’s Northumbria University, 
has been studying solar cycles. Earlier 
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this year she presented to the National As- 
tronomy Meeting in Wales a new model 
of solar cycles, which scientists agree is 
an amazingly accurate prediction tool. Ac- 
cording to the Royal Astronomical Soci- 
ety, “Predictions from the model suggest 
that solar activity will fall by 60 percent 
during the 2030s to conditions last seen 
during the ‘mini ice age’ that began in 
1645.” In fact, a decrease in solar activity 
from Cycle 22 to the current Cycle 24 are 
typical of conditions leading to a “global 
cooling” phase. 

On the other side of the planet, the Chi- 
nese Science Bulletin published a study 
entitled “Periodicities of Solar Activity 
and the Surface Temperature Variation 
on the Earth and Their Correlations” in 
which the authors opined, “Research 
shows that current warming does not ex- 
ceed natural fluctuations of climate. The 
climate models of IPCC seem to under- 
estimate the impact of natural factors on 
climate change, while overstat[ing] that 
of human activities.” 

So we can see a direct correlation be- 


tween solar activity (most easily marked 
by the number of sunspots) and tempera- 
tures here on Earth, but if solar radiation 
does not vary enough to affect the Earth’s 
climate, what’s going on here? 

Among the dozens of scientists around 
the world studying the effects of the Sun 
on Earth’s climate is Henrik Svensmark, 
a physicist and professor in the Division 
of Solar System Physics at the Danish 
National Space Institute in Copenhagen. 
According to “Climate Change Reconsid- 
ered,” the 2009 report of the Non-Gov- 
ernmental International Panel on Climate 
Change, 


[Svensmark] and his colleagues ex- 
perimentally determined that elec- 
trons released to the atmosphere by 
galactic cosmic rays act as catalysts 
that significantly accelerate the for- 
mation of ultra-small clusters of 
sulfuric acid and water molecules 
that constitute the building blocks of 
cloud condensation nuclei. 

He then discusses how, during 
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Cooling trend: The above graph depicts sunspot numbers over the last three (including the 
current) solar cycles. Note that sunspot numbers during the “active” parts of the 11-year cycles 
are getting lower and lower. Many climate realists are predicting a period of global cooling. 
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So solar activity affects the level of cosmic rays 
reaching Earth, which in turn affects cloud cover 
in the lower atmosphere. Does this really impact 


temperature? 


periods of greater solar magnetic ac- 
tivity, greater shielding of the earth 
occurs, resulting in less cosmic rays 
penetrating to the lower atmosphere, 
resulting in fewer cloud condensa- 
tion nuclei being produced, resulting 
in fewer and less reflective low-level 
clouds occurring, which leads to 
more solar radiation being absorbed 
by the surface of the earth, resulting 
in increasing near-surface air tem- 
peratures and global warming. 


To put it in plain English, cosmic radia- 
tion coming from space (i.e., from out- 
side the solar system) enters the Earth’s 
lower atmosphere, where it reacts with 
water vapor and other molecules in the 
air to cause cloud formation. The more 
radiation, the more clouds, and the more 
clouds, the less solar energy is able to 
hit the Earth, resulting in a cooler Earth. 
When the Sun is “active,” its magnetic 
field blocks this cosmic radiation, which 
means fewer clouds will be formed, and 
more of the Sun’s energy will hit the 
Earth, resulting in a warmer Earth. 

That all sounds very interesting, but 
where is the evidence that all of this is 
actually happening? The relationship 
between solar activity, cosmic radiation, 
and cloud cover is well attested. For in- 
stance, when comparing cloud cover and 
cosmic ray flux over the past two solar 
cycles, it’s clear that when more cosmic 
rays enter the atmosphere, more low- 
level cloud formation occurs, and vice 
versa. The fact that solar cycles affect 
this has been noted by other scientists as 
well. From the Encyclopedia Britannica 
we learn: 


The effect was discovered in 1937 
by the American physicist Scott E. 
Forbush. Forbush observed that the 
intensity of cosmic rays reaching 
Earth was inversely correlated with 
the 11-year solar cycle of sunspot ac- 


tivity in that there are more cosmic 
rays at the minimum of the cycle and 
fewer cosmic rays at the maximum. 
At maximum solar activity, stronger 
magnetic fields are carried out into 
interplanetary space by the solar 
wind, and these fields block the cos- 
mic rays. 


The near-Earth interplanetary magnetic 
field can also be measured indepen- 
dently. Using isotopic analysis, these 
data can be recovered from as early as 
1868. This was accomplished at the U.K. 
Solar System Data Center by a team of 
scientists led by Dr. Michael Lockwood, 
who published results of their research in 
a Nature article entitled “A Doubling of 
the Sun’s Coronal Magnetic Field Dur- 
ing the Last 100 Years.” They found that 
the near-Earth magnetic field environ- 


ment has risen by a factor of 1.4 since 
1964 and by a factor of 2.3 since 1901. 
The authors report: “Moreover, changes 
in the heliospheric magnetic field have 
been linked with changes in total cloud 
cover over the Earth, which may influ- 
ence global climate change.” 

So solar activity affects the level of cos- 
mic rays reaching Earth, which in turn af- 
fects cloud cover in the lower atmosphere. 
Does this really impact temperature? In 
“Cosmic Rays and Climate” published 
in Surveys in Geophysics, author Jasper 
Kirby notes, “The question of whether, 
and to what extent, the climate is influ- 
enced by solar wind and cosmic ray vari- 
ability remains central to our understand- 
ing of the anthropogenic contribution to 
present climate change.” The editors of 
Climate Change Reconsidered agreed 
with Kirby and added: 


Clearly, carbon dioxide is not the 
all-important dominating factor in 
Earth’s climatic history. Within the 
context of the Holocene, the only 
time CO, moved in concert with air 
temperature was over the period of 
Earth’s recovery from the global chill 
of the [Little Ice Age], and it does so 
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Sunblock: Illustrated above is the process by which solar activity affects Earth’s temperatures. 
An active Sun blocks cloud-forming cosmic rays, allowing more solar energy to reach the Earth. 
Precisely the opposite happens during periods of low solar activity. 
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then quite imperfectly. The flux of 
galactic cosmic rays, on the other 
hand, appears to have influenced ups 
and downs in both temperature and 
precipitation over the entire 10-12 
thousand years of the Holocene, 
making it the prime candidate for 
“prime determinant” of the Earth’s 
climatic state. 


Nir Shaviv, a senior lecturer at the He- 
brew University of Jerusalem, hypoth- 
esized in 2002 that as our solar system 
passes through the spiral arms of the 
Milky Way galaxy, variations in cosmic 
radiation appear to be a causative factor 
of ice ages on Earth. The stars in the rela- 
tively more crowded neighborhood of the 
spiral arms produce a higher cosmic ray 
flux. Just as Svensmark et al. had done, 
Shaviv postulated that the galactic cos- 
mic ray flux was associated with global 
low-altitude cloud cover. According to 
Shaviv, this cycle takes place about every 
145,000 years and can be confirmed by 
looking at the ratios of different oxygen 
atoms in marine fossils. Shaviv’s work 
may be seen as further evidence of cli- 
mate changes caused by cosmic activity 
from outside our solar system. 

But increasing or decreasing cloud 
cover, as a result of solar activity affecting 
cosmic rays, is not the only factor influ- 
encing Earth’s long-term climate. 


More Cycles, Anyone? 

There are other cycles, also involving 
the Sun, that are a major factor influ- 
encing global climate change. These are 
known as Milankovitch Cycles, named 
after Serbian astronomer, geophysicist, 
and mathematician Milutin Milankovié 
(1879-1958). Milankovitch Cycles have 
to do with the physics behind how the 
Earth moves about on its orbit over long 
periods of time, and how this affects the 
Earth’s relationship with the Sun (and 
the moon), and the overall affect of these 
variables on the Earth’s climate. (These 
cycles, it should be noted, are not associ- 
ated with the Sun’s effect on cosmic ray 
flux.) For nearly a century, scientists have 
used Milankovitch Cycles to understand 
large-scale climate events such as peri- 
ods of advancing glaciation, commonly 
called ice ages, and corresponding warm 
periods, known as interglacials. 
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Striking correlation: Graphs of low cloud cover versus cosmic ray flux over past two solar cycles 


show the correlation between the two. 


Milankovitch Cycles deal with the 
changes in several elements of Earth’s 
movement through space. One is eccen- 
tricity, or the deviation from a circular 
orbit. The Earth’s orbit around the Sun 
is not a perfect circle (though it’s pretty 
close); rather, it’s an ellipse, or a slight 
oval shape. Further, the Sun is not at the 
exact center of that ellipse: Earth is cur- 
rently slightly closer to the Sun during 
the Southern Hemisphere’s “summer” 
and slightly further from the Sun during 
the Northern Hemisphere’s “summer.” 
Milankovié calculated that the eccen- 
tricity of Earth’s orbit actually changes 
on a 100,000-year cycle (mainly due to 
the gravitational pull of Jupiter and Sat- 
urn on the Earth), with the “sides” of the 
elliptical orbit getting closer to the Sun 
(i.e., the ellipse gets “thinner”), and then 
moving back. This ends up pulling the 
“close” end of the ellipse closer to the 
Sun as well. When the orbit is most ellip- 
tical, the Earth receives 23 percent more 
radiation from the Sun at the “close” end 
than at the “far” end of the orbit. Jupiter 
and Saturn also cause Earth’s orbit itself 
to move around the Sun much the same 
way a hula hoop moves around a person’s 
body. This is known as apsidal preces- 
sion, and occurs on a 112,000-year cycle. 


Apsidal precession results in the sea- 
sons occurring at different places on the 
Earth’s orbit, so “winter” and “summer” 
will sometimes occur on the “sides” of 
the elliptical orbit rather than at the close 
and far “ends.” 

Milankovitch Cycles also take into 
consideration axial tilt, or the angle of 
the Earth’s north-south axis as it re- 
volves around the Sun. Currently at 
23.44°, axial tilt varies between 22.1° 
and 24.5° on a 41,000-year cycle. The 
tilt is currently on its way down, or 
“straighter,” and will reach its minimum 
by roughly 11,800 A.D. Axial tilt largely 
accounts for the Earth’s seasons, as the 
hemisphere tilted toward the Sun during 
the day is said to be in “summer,” ver- 
sus the hemisphere tilted away from the 
Sun, which would be in “winter.” But 
the Earth is not just tilted on its axis, 
it also “wobbles” on the axis as it re- 
volves around the Sun, much the same 
way atop wobbles as it spins down. This 
“wobbling” is known as axial precession 
and is another component of the Mila- 
nkovitch Cycles, and is caused by tidal 
forces exerted by the Sun and moon on 
the Earth in approximately equal mea- 
sure. Essentially, the poles will appear 
to change position relative to the fixed 
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All natural: Earth’s geologic history has seen periods of warming and cooling, ice ages and periods with no ice. Glaciers and ice sheets will come 


and go because of natural climate cycles, regardless of what we humans do or don’t do. 


stars; owing to precession, someday Po- 
laris will no longer be the North Pole 
star, and in about 13,000 years the 
Northern Hemisphere summer will be at 
the “close” end of Earth’s orbit around 
the Sun, with Northern winter occurring 
while the Earth is further from the Sun. 
Axial precession works in conjunction 
with apsidal precession and occurs on a 
cycle averaging 23,000 years. 

That’s some pretty complicated phys- 
ics, but the effect of all of these cycles 
working in conjunction is to change the 
way the Earth relates to the Sun, i.e., 
how close/far it is from the Sun, which 
hemisphere is tilted toward/away from 
the Sun, etc. One can see how this would 
affect long-term climate on the Earth. 
For example, if axial tilt is at maxi- 
mum, the orbit is at its least elliptical, 
and axial/apsidal precession places the 
Northern Hemisphere winter at the “far” 
end of the orbit, which would make for 
some very cold winters. Geologists and 
paleoclimatologists generally accept the 
Milankovitch Cycles as the main con- 
tributor to cyclic, long-term climate 
events such as ice ages. For decadal or 
century time-scale changes, the effect of 
cosmic rays and cloud cover on Earth’s 
climate has strong evidence backing 
it and is gaining in standing — unlike 
claims about carbon dioxide’s effect on 
Earth’s temperatures. 
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Where Do We Go From Here? 


So what are we to make of all this? Is CO, 
a greenhouse gas? Yes. Does it contribute 
to “global warming’? Yes, but only very 
slightly. Is it the main driver of climate? 
Not a chance. 

Climate alarmists run into big prob- 
lems when attempting to predict global 
temperatures because their basic prem- 
ise is that atmospheric carbon dioxide is 
the main driver of Earth’s temperature 
and climate. So an increase in CO, lev- 
els, from, say, human industrial activity, 
will supposedly result in out-of-control 
global warming. So far, Mother Nature 
has proven them wrong. 

Scientists interested more in the truth 
than in government grants see things in 
a different light. They see the Sun, and 
natural solar and orbital cycles, as an im- 
portant driver of the Earth’s climate. The 
20th century was dominated by strong 
solar activity, or a “hot Sun.” However, 
the diminishing activity over the most re- 
cent two solar cycles is expected to pro- 
duce a “cool Sun” 
for the next quar- 
ter century. This 
suggests that we 
can expect lower 
average global 
temperatures. 

The Earth will 
continue to revolve 


around the Sun, with the Milankovitch 
Cycles influencing long-term climate. We 
will eventually be thrust into another gla- 
cial event, and someday the Earth could 
become a warm “greenhouse” again with 
no permanent ice sheets at the poles. 

The Earth’s climate is not overly sensi- 
tive to CO, levels, we are not anywhere near 
a tipping point (which is likely not even pos- 
sible), and humans are not going to destroy 
the planet because of industrial CO, emis- 
sions. However, as THE NEW AMERICAN has 
been pointing out for quite some time, this 
alarmist viewpoint is being used to foist a 
global “climate regime” on all of humanity, 
with the goal of regulating human behavior 
in order to “save the planet.” 

The facts are on the side of climate real- 
ists, who see the Sun as a main driver of 
Earth’s climate. Realists need to get the 
word out to as many people as possible 
that the CO, alarmists are wrong, despite 
their religious-like zeal in spreading their 
false ideas. The truth will win out when 
enough people are exposed to it. 
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— AND WHAT HE STANDS FOR 


Judge Roy Moore, who ran for a Senate seat in Alabama, was attacked almost nonstop by 
the media for allegations that wouldn’t make the front page if he were a liberal Democrat. 


Voie here, vote often? Although the Alabama election results were certified and Doug Jones was 
sworn in, Judge Moore never conceded the Senate race. Suspecting vote fraud, which has been 
shown to be rampant in Democrat-controlled cities, Moore may believe that a concession would 
be tacit approval of a corrupt system. 


by Selwyn Duke 


GG T he nail that sticks up gets 
hammered down,” the Japa- 
nese saying goes. Judge Roy 

Moore has been sticking up for years — 

for the Constitution, the rule of law in gen- 

eral, the little guy, sexual propriety, and 
faith and family. 

And he got hammered down hard. 

The choice in the December 12 special 
election in Alabama for Attorney General 
Jeff Sessions’ open Senate seat was Moore 
or less, the latter in the person of Doug 
“Jacobin” Jones — and we got a lot less. 
I dubbed him “Jacobin,” after the radical- 
leftist French Revolutionaries, because the 
moniker fits: Pro-prenatal infanticide up to 
the point of birth, pro-“transgender” agen- 
da, and pro-amnesty, Jones is everything 
the Cotton State isn’t supposed to be. Thus 
did the powers-that-be have to pull out all 
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the stops to drag him across the finish line. 
Jacobin’s narrow, 1.5 percent victory — 
strike that, as it was the Fourth Estate’s 
handiwork more than his own — was the 
result of a conspiracy of events, as well as 
of people. First and foremost, of course, 
were the allegations of sexual misconduct 
against Moore, craftily mischaracterized 
by that crack Democrat public-relations 
team, the U.S. media. There was a lack of 
support from the Republican Party. There 
were the out-of-state interests devoting 
massive resources to Moore’s defeat, 
resulting in Jones raising $10 million to 
Moore’s meager $1.8 million from Oc- 
tober 1 to November 22 (consequently, 
Jones had spent seven times as much as 
Moore on TV ads through late November). 
There also likely was vote fraud. But most 
distressingly, and relating to larger issues, 
there is our deteriorating culture in which 
good guys look bad and bad guys, good. 


The Hanging of Moore 

Before getting to that, it is necessary to 
address the sexual misconduct charges. In 
truth, the establishment had just enough 
rope to hang Moore with, as he was guilty 
of being, sadly, an anachronism. You see, 
there’s no question that he courted of-age 
teen girls while an early-30s man seek- 
ing a wife. This can sound bad to modern 
ears, but perspective is needed. As I wrote 
November 10: 


Certainly, such male-female age gaps 
aren’t in fashion today. Yet historical- 
ly, such gaps weren’t unusual. Why, 
truly pushing the envelope, famed 
comedian Charlie Chaplin married 
an 18-year-old when he was 53; they 
lived happily and had eight children 
together. 

Moreover, greater age gaps are 
more common in the Deep South, 
and especially were so 40 years ago. 
This explains the mothers who were 
thrilled at the prospect of Moore 
courting their daughters. 

Lastly, Moore is a devout Chris- 
tian. From this more traditional- 
ist perspective, age gaps between 
age-of-consent individuals are not 
as significant as whether a man and 
woman abide by God’s laws gov- 
erning sexuality (e.g., no premarital 
relations). Interestingly, though, the 
cultural-relativism preaching Left, 
which rails against the “imposition 
of values,” has no tolerance for Deep 
South Christian culture. 


It should be emphasized that the seven 
women who spoke of these relationships 
described Moore as nothing but a gentle- 
man, with courting behavior that never 
went beyond kissing and hugging. None- 
theless, this established a pattern of be- 
havior, an opening, that allowed alleged 
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“The nail that sticks up gets hammered down,” the Japanese 
saying goes. Judge Roy Moore has been sticking up for years 
— for the Constitution, the rule of law in general, the little guy, 
sexual propriety, and faith and family. 


incidents of a sub-species (involving 
underage teen girls and misbehavior) to 
be introduced. The three women in this 
category, Beverly Young Nelson, Leigh 
Corfman, and Tina Johnson, had stories 
that ranged from disproven to unproven. 
Nelson appeared on television flanked 
by camera-craving feminist lawyer Glo- 
ria Allred, teary-eyed, claiming that nigh 
on four decades ago Moore tried to force 
her to engage in sexual activity. Yet her 
story soon began to fall apart. Three in- 
dividuals who worked at or frequented 
the restaurant where she claimed she met 
the judge while waiting tables — one 
of whom is former Moore acquaintance 
and ex-sheriff’s deputy Johnny Belyeu, 
Sr. — say they never saw Moore at the 
restaurant and don’t remember Nelson 
ever working there. Her stepson, Darrel 
Nelson, came out in mid-November and 
stated that his stepmother’s claims are 
“100 percent a lie.” And, finally, mere 
days before the election, Nelson admitted 


to dissembling, stating she’d written part 
of a high-school yearbook inscription she 
had attributed to Moore. 

Corfman’s story was different: She 
doesn’t allege any non-consensual activity, 
but claims to have gone out on two dates 
with the judge when she was only 14 and 
that assuming a state of relative undress 
and a request for inappropriate touching oc- 
curred. While we cannot know her claim’s 
veracity, her story does contain inconsisten- 
cies. Moreover, Corfman has a checkered 
past involving drinking; drugs; numerous 
boyfriends; a suicide attempt at 16; three 
divorces; financial problems; and, to the 
point here, the leveling of sexual-miscon- 
duct allegations against other locally prom- 
inent men. In fact, her behavior was so bad 
at the time she allegedly met Moore that her 
father was in the process of taking custody 
of the girl. 

As for Johnson, she alleged that Moore 
grabbed her buttocks in his offices in 1991. 
But there are no corroborating witnesses. 
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Constitution before career: No man has done more to fight the establishment than Judge 
Moore. In a world where most everyone is concerned about party, privilege, and power, Moore 
has consistently been willing to sacrifice his position for principle. 
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Moreover, Johnson may have an axe to 
grind: Moore was at the time a private 
attorney representing Johnson’s mother, 
Mary Cofield, in a custody dispute with 
Johnson involving the latter’s 12-year-old 
son. Johnson did not get custody. In ad- 
dition, she has a criminal history, which 
includes pleading guilty to felony fraud 
charges as late as 2010. 

Also notable is something in the news: 
It was recently revealed that Lisa Bloom, 
disgraced attorney and daughter of should- 
be disgraced attorney, the aforementioned 
Allred, offered money to women who were 
willing to make sexual-misconduct allega- 
tions against Donald Trump before the elec- 
tion. This, mind you, was after it was dis- 
closed that she’d offered money to Harvey 
Weinstein’s accusers to shut up. The point 
is that with dirty-tricks deceivers being a 
lot dirtier than most think, we have to won- 
der how much mischief-making cash was 
spread around before the Alabama election. 

But none of the above facts mattered. 
The media conflated all 10 ladies into one 
amorphous mass of “women claiming 
misconduct,” and implication and infer- 
ence did the rest. Why? Without explana- 
tion, an average news reader — living in 
a world of accepted fornication — would 
assume that Clintonesque sexual behavior 
was at issue. (After all, why would the 
media be talking about this so much if it 
involved just puppy-dog stuff, right?) 

Unfortunately, the Moore campaign 
probably didn’t manage this ideally. 
Moore denied inappropriate activity with 
underage girls, and that’s where the de- 
fense should have ended, for the best 
defense is a good offense. As Chinese 
philosopher Sun Tzu instructed about 
warfare, avoid the areas where your ad- 
versary is strong; attack where he is weak. 
Because of Jones’ toxic policy positions, 
his only recourse was to keep the focus 
on Moore’s alleged transgressions — and 
every Moore defense served to do just 
that. As long as Moore was fighting the 
women, he wasn’t fighting Jones. 

Jones’ weakness was everything for 
which he stood, and this should have been 
emphasized relentlessly. To this end, taking 
a leaf out of President Trump’s book and 
“branding” Jones would have been ben- 
eficial. Remember when Trump labeled 
Senator Ted Cruz “Lyin’ Ted” (no, not fair) 
and Hillary Clinton “Crooked Hillary” 
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(eminently fair)? It may seem childish, but 
branding works; ethereal musings don’t 
win elections. This is why I call the man 
Jacobin Jones (admittedly, something less 
esoteric would be ideal for a campaign), 
and as long as the branding reflects truth, 
there’s nothing wrong with it. 

Having said this, perhaps part of my 
perception of the Moore campaign’s in- 
adequacy is a function of reportage. After 
all, it’s hard to get your message out if the 
media suppress it. 

As for the vote-fraud factor, I men- 
tion it because it is a constant in today’s 
elections. As Project Veritas illustrated 
last year via hidden-camera sting opera- 
tions, vote fraud is rife and organized (one 
Democrat operative, Scott Foval, admitted 
that they’ve been rigging elections “for 
50 years”). Regarding the December 12 
race, I watched closely an interactive map 
showing county-by-county results. Suspi- 
ciously, deep-blue Montgomery County 
had only 3 of 99 precincts reporting long 
after most other counties’ results were 
largely to completely in. This could have 
been incompetence — or it could have 
been the “slow count” fraud technique, 
where reporting is delayed until you can 
see exactly how many votes you have to 
steal for a clean but plausible win. 

I’ll emphasize that I have no idea 
whether vote fraud could have accounted 
for Jones’ entire margin of victory. Until 
a good-faith, bipartisan effort is made to 
stamp it out in our elections, however, sus- 
picion will be warranted. 

Yet there is something of which there is 
no doubt: Sex was used to destroy Judge 
Moore, but Judge Moore was not destroyed 
because of sex. In point of fact, the Sexual 
Devolution is leftists’ business. They have 
done everything to define deviancy down- 
wards, to open the closet of the carnal, to 
make licentiousness legitimate. They have 
put sex miseducation in schools, infused 
the entire culture with decadence, and made 
perversions of the flesh fashionable. This is 
why it’s no surprise that most all the figures 
recently caught up in sexual-misconduct 
scandals have been leftists. And it’s why, 
traditionally, sexual misconduct has never 
been a résumé ruiner among the unfailingly 
untraditional. 

Let’s take a brief trip down Bad Memory 
Lane. Not only did womanizing senator Ted 
Kennedy (D-Mass.) get drunk and drown 
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Where shame resides: While the media framed Moore as a man Alabamians should be ashamed 


to elect, Democrat Doug Jones’ positions are truly shameful. Pro-prenatal infanticide up to the 
point of birth, pro-amnesty, and pro-”transgender” agenda, he brought New York values to 
Alabama — and now he can bring those New York values to the Senate. 


hapless young Mary Jo Kopechne in his car 
in 1969 — an act that, though unpunished, 
was perhaps negligent manslaughter — he 
also perpetrated the infamous “waitress 
sandwich” incident in 1985, with Senator 
Chris Dodd (also a Democrat) being the 
other slice of stale bread. Dodd remained 
odd and in office, and Kennedy was hailed 
throughout his life and beyond as the “Lion 
of the Senate.” Well, lions do have what es- 
sentially are harems. 
Then, as I also wrote November 10: 


Ever-quotable ex-Louisiana governor 
Edwin Edwards (D) boasted in 1983 
that the only way he could lose the 
upcoming election “is if I’m caught 
in bed with either a dead girl or a live 
boy.” But late Democrat Massachu- 
setts congressman Gerry Studds did 
him one better: He was caught with a 
live boy and still won elections. 

In 1983, Studds was censured 
by the House for having a sexual 
relationship with a subordinate, a 
17-year-old male page. Nonetheless, 
Studds was consistently reelected 
until his retirement in 1997 (gotta 
hand it to those Bay State voters). 
Oh, it was pointed out that the teen 
was the “age of consent,” and Studds 
defended his actions as a “consensual 
relationship with a young adult.” 


Note that unlike with Moore, this 
“relationship” involved actual sex — 
homosexual sex. Yet according to lib- 
erals, Studds deserved reelection and 
Moore deserves revulsion. 


Speaking of revolting, Democrat Nevada 
Congressman Ruben Kihuen, responding 
to Minority Leader Nancy Pelosi’s recent 
call for him to resign over sexual miscon- 
duct charges, claims she “knew about the 
allegations last year” but continued sup- 
porting his campaign. She’s only posturing 
now because the revelations became public, 
making him a liability. So it is, too, with 
fellow warrior princess Senator Kirsten 
Gillibrand (D-N.Y.), who made news in 
November stating that Bill Clinton should 
have resigned over his ’90s sexual depreda- 
tions. She noted that “things have changed 
today” — obviously — from a year ago, 
when she welcomed the Clintons’ support 
and was seen in a photo happily posing with 
the Inhaler in Chief himself. But there is 
method to this madness, as well explained 
by someone who, not needing a majority 
vote but only a minority of eyeballs, can 
be marginally more honest. As journalist 
Nina Burleigh said in 1998 in reference 
to Clinton, “I would be happy to give him 
a b*****b just to thank him for keeping 
abortion legal. I think American women 
should be lining up with their Presidential 
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In 1983, Democrat Gerry Studds was censured by the House 


for having a sexual relationship with a subordinate, a 


1/-year- 


old male page. Nonetheless, Studds was consistently reelected 


until his retirement in 1997. 


kneepads on to show their gratitude for 
keeping the theocracy off our backs.” 


Why Moore Was Really Vilified 

And this explains the real reason Roy 
Moore may be, politically, no more: He’s 
part of what the Left calls the “theocracy.” 
The assault on him had to do with power 
and a wider agenda. Of course, it did 
concern sex as well: By standing against 
our Great Sexual Heresy — against pre- 
natal infanticide and the homosexual and 
“transgender” agendas — and for what 
condemns sexual sin, Christianity, he be- 
came the un-Bill Clinton. Private virtue or 
vice is irrelevant here; only virtue-signal- 
ing and voting left matter. 

In a way, Judge Moore has been “Mc- 
Carthyed.” Of course, I’m turning the 
much-maligned Senator Joe McCarthy’s 
name into a verb to describe the effect of the 
Left turning it into a noun. Just as McCar- 
thy was defined, defamed, and discredited 


as a wide-eyed nut, so has Judge Moore. 
Both men’s “trespass” was of the same spe- 
cies: robustly exposing the so-called Left’s 
complicity with evil. McCarthy sought to 
unearth communists in the U.S. govern- 
ment — and was shown to largely be right 
with the 1990s release of the Venona Papers 
— and an American Left that ranged from 
tolerant of to sympathetic to this infiltra- 
tion. Judge Moore addresses another inter- 
nal rot: the moral decay, and ignorance of 
and contempt for constitutional principles, 
that defines our establishment. 

The effect of McCarthying McCar- 
thy was to make it politically impossible 
for anyone else to so aggressively attack 
communist infiltration, and in recent times 
we’ve seen open communists (or second 
cousins) in government: Barack Obama’s 
“Green Jobs Czar” and self-proclaimed 
communist Van Jones; his former commu- 
nications director Anita Dunn, who said 
that Mao Tse-tung was one of her “two fa- 


The way they were: Sexual misconduct wasn’t a résumé ruiner when leftists needed Bill Clinton 
in power to push their agenda. Defending him, they even said, “Character doesn’t matter.” But 
it obviously does: When a man appears with the character to uphold the Constitution, as Roy 


Moore does, the Left will try to make him a pariah. 
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vorite philosophers”; his “Manufacturing 
Czar’ Ron Bloom, who stated in a speech, 
“We agree with Mao”; and his “Global 
Warming Czar” Carol Browner, who was 
once listed as a leader of the socialist or- 
ganization “Commission for a Sustainable 
World Society.” 

It would be incorrect to say that Moore’s 
election defeat makes standing against the 
libertine and unconstitutional spirit of the 
age also politically impossible (though 
it doesn’t help); rather, his defeat reflects 
how it is being made politically problem- 
atic. Consider a comment under my De- 
cember 12 online New American piece 
“The Swamp Wins: Roy Moore Defeated 
in Alabama.” A longtime reader — some- 
one presumably sympathetic to the maga- 
zine’s cause, in other words — wrote, “Roy 
Moore was weird. That’s why he lost. 
IMHO he was a sexually repressed marti- 
net.” Then there’s conservative columnist 
George F. Will. Fellow pundit Ann Coul- 
ter lamented in 2012 how Will repeated 
“bogus Democratic talking points about 
how Joe McCarthy allegedly smeared in- 
nocents with false allegations.” Well, he’s 
at it again with Moore, having penned a De- 
cember 13 op-ed in which he calls the judge 
“an anti-constitutional recidivist, twice re- 
moved from Alabama’s highest court for 
his theocratic insistence that his religious 
convictions take precedence over U.S. 
Supreme Court decisions” and who thus 
“could not have sincerely sworn to ‘support 
and defend the Constitution’ and to ‘bear 
true faith and allegiance to the same.’” 

The tragedy here is how easy it is to be 
unwittingly swayed by lies. We live in a 
time where prudishness is considered worse 
than perversion, and where perversions of 
the Constitution are thought true. When 
Soviet defector Yuri Bezmenov in the early 
’80s told interviewer G. Edward Griffin of 
the communist effort to “demoralize” (un- 
dermine the morality of) Americans, it was 
important to fully grasp his message. While 
he said that the KGB would give pushes 
in the right (read: wrong) direction, he em- 
phasized that most of the demoralization 
was done “by Americans, to Americans.” 
The effect was to change Americans’ per- 
ception of reality, Bezmenov explained, so 
that they would no longer be able to sepa- 
rate fact from fiction. 

And fiction killed Roy Moore. Note 
that, by all accounts, Moore never en- 
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Lion vs. lecher: Senator Ted Kennedy was another man who proved that being a leftist means 
never having to say you're sorry. Despite a history involving drunkenness, sexual abuse of 
women, and probable negligent manslaughter, he is and was lauded as the “Lion of the Senate.” 


gaged in fornication or anything we 
would consider premarital sexual activ- 
ity. This should be in his plus column, 
but such forbearance seems “weird” to 
woolly headed people to whom chastity 
is repression and perversity is expression. 
It’s reminiscent of how a commentator 
(his name escapes me) once mentioned 
that while in the *50s Archbishop Fulton 
J. Sheen could have the top-rated, faith- 
oriented TV show Life Is Worth Living 
on a mainstream station, today it would 
be seen as “weird.” For sure — this is 
a weird time, where many will wink at 
someone saying women should get on 
their knees before Bill Clinton, but roll 
their eyes at a man saying we should get 
on our knees before God. 

The Supreme Court, too, comes before 
the Supreme Being. It’s surely not news 
to George Will that the “separation of 
church and state” isn’t in the Constitu- 
tion. The concept was first expressed in 
an 1802 letter President Thomas Jefferson 
wrote to the Danbury Baptist association 
in Connecticut, written to reassure them 
that he wouldn’t impose his unorthodox 
brand of religion on them. Yet it’s not just 
that Jefferson’s wall was a one-way fil- 
tration system, keeping government out 
of the church, not religion out of govern- 
ment. It’s that it also separated the fed- 
eral government from the states. Today, 
however, the central government’s judi- 
cial branch dictates religion policy to the 
states. In other words, they not only apply 
an extra-constitutional principle, but they 
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apply it in a way that is the exact opposite 
of its original intent. 

The bottom line is that the federal judi- 
ciary only has those powers assigned to it 
by the Constitution. It has no authority to 
remove the Ten Commandments from a 
state court or to impose so-called same-sex 
“marriage” on the states, and it was stand- 
ing against such usurpation that got Moore 
removed from the Alabama Supreme 
Court. He was doing the job most Ameri- 
cans won’t do: abiding by the Constitution, 
standing up for the rule of law. Will and 
others confuse this with the rule of lawyers. 

But just as the Constitution has become 
an unfashionable document, Moore has 
become an unfashionable man. In their 
1990 book After the Ball: How America 
Will Conquer Its Fear and Hatred of Gays 
in the 90's, Hunter Madsen and Marshall 
Kirk called for a desensitization of Ameri- 
cans to homosexuality via a “continuous 
flood of gay-related advertising,” a “con- 
version of the average American’s emo- 
tions, mind, and will, through a planned 
psychological attack, in the form of prop- 
aganda fed to the nation via the media.” 
The authors also wrote that if homosexual 
activists can “produce a major realignment 
solidly in favour of gay rights, the intransi- 
gents (like the racists of twenty years ago) 
will eventually be effectively silenced by 
both law and polite society.” 

This has largely happened, and it’s just 
a part of what Italian Marxist Antonio 
Gramsci prescribed when recommend- 
ing his “war of position.” This is the long 
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march through the institutions, in which 
the civilization destroyers (what better 
description?) gradually infest the culture- 
shaping entities: the media, academia, and 
entertainment. This process is advanced, 
and continues apace. 

Thus have I long said that, really, what 
we call “modern liberalism” is far more 
insidious than Marxism or Nazism. It’s as 
if Satan has honed his act. While any de- 
structive ideology can only take hold if the 
people are sufficiently degraded morally, 
Marxism and Nazism were largely revo- 
lutionary, in your face, and overt. Liberal- 
ism is evolutionary, working slowly, incre- 
mentally, over generations, converting the 
“average American’s emotions, mind, and 
will” so he and his fellows develop pas- 
sions that, as British philosopher Edmund 
Burke put it, will “forge their fetters.” 

The result? An esteemed intellectual 
such as Will calls Judge Moore a “gross 
national embarrassment” that “has been 
narrowly avoided.” What moral blindness. 
The real embarrassment is an Alabama 
senator who believes it’s okay to rip babies 
apart in the womb, that mentally ill boys 
belong in girls’ locker rooms, and that we 
should flood the nation with unassimilable 
foreigners to take the place of the murdered 
babies. But demoralized people are always 
embarrassed about the wrong things. 


Remake a Moral Culture 
As German leader Otto von Bismarck ob- 
served, “Politics is the art of the possible.” 
There are many lessons in Judge Moore’s 
defeat, but one of them is that if we want 
to make the election of moral statesmen 
and constitutionalism possible, we have 
to take a leaf from Gramsci’s book: The 
culture must be made conducive to such 
things. We would need our own “march 
through the institutions” and, of course, a 
general Judeo-Christian rebirth. After all, 
the Founding Fathers didn’t say that our 
Republic was for just anyone. Rather, as 
our second president, John Adams, put it, 
“Our Constitution was made only for a 
moral and religious People. It is wholly in- 
adequate to the government of any other.” 
So we’d better make morality and re- 
ligion fashionable again. Otherwise, our 
Republic will just be millions of people 
slowly and inefficiently making the bad 
decisions that a dictator could make with 
the stroke of a pen. 
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TRUMP AND THE COMING 
Global Financial Squeeze 


President Donald Trump's apparent agenda to reverse key globalist 
economic schemes leaves many looming threats untouched — and they're 


still ominously bearing down on us. 


Musical chairs at the Fed: President Trump has nominated CFR member Jerome Powell (left) to 
replace CFR member Janet Yellen as Fed chair. Powell, appointed to the Fed Board of Governors 
by Obama, is considered a “safe option” who will signal “continuity.” 


by William F. Jasper 


efying the predictions of all the 
Dea experts, Donald J. 
Trump sailed to victory in the 
2016 race for the White House. The fi- 
nancial and equity markets also defied the 
“experts,” who had predicted that a Trump 
win would precipitate a massive decline in 
the stock market. Instead, the stock market 
has taken off on a blazing streak, setting 
the best election year performance since 
1945. Instead of falling to 900 points, as 
anti-Trump analysts had forecast, the Dow 
Jones Industrial Average has raced up 
past 24,900 and is headed toward 25,000. 
The bulls are rejoicing and projecting 
more record-setting profits and economic 
growth from here to eternity. 
However, memories are woefully 
short, and seemingly forgotten is the fact 
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that a similar “irrational exuberance” 
preceded our great financial crisis of 
2008-2009. That calamity was the end 
result of out-of-control federal spend- 
ing and lending policies combined with 
the ever-destructive monetary policies of 
the Federal Reserve. The fake prosper- 
ity bubble, pumped up with fiat money 
and government-promoted malinvest- 
ment, finally popped, as bubbles inevita- 
bly do. (Here at THE NEW AMERICAN, we 
had been warning of the coming bubble 
explosion for several years, while the 
“exuberantists” insisted that everything 
was just fine.) Still haunting us are the 
consequences of that devastating debacle 
of less than a decade ago: gargantuan 
bailouts of the politically privileged Too- 
Big-To-Fail (TBTF) banks and the vast 
new powers and functions assumed by 
the Federal Reserve. 
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Unaccountable Powers 

The Fed has only recently begun to “un- 
wind” the trillions of dollars of funds that it 
mysteriously created, and for which it has 
given no accounting. On top of this, the 
globalist banking elite (the central bankers 
and their colleagues in the giant private- 
sector banks and investment funds) used 
the pretext of global financial “systemic 
risk” posed by that last crisis to invest the 
International Monetary Fund (IMF) with 
vast new powers and funding resources. 
The activities of these banking elites, 
who float back and forth from top posts 
in governments and central banks to their 
private-sector lairs, go largely unreported. 
Their meetings are secret or semi-secret, 
yet they guide and/or control the destiny 
of nations, and the policies and prescrip- 
tions they adopt dramatically affect the 
lives of billions of people on this planet. 

It is the opinion of this writer that those 
policies and prescriptions, far from being 
benign, are destructive and diabolical. 
They are destroying the middle classes — 
worldwide, as well as in America — and 
redistributing global wealth, with the bulk 
invariably being distributed to wealthy 
globalists and their retinues, while only 
minuscule amounts ever reach the poor, 
who are the ostensible objects of said poli- 
cies and prescriptions. 

Unfortunately, thus far, President 
Trump has given little indication of any 
intention to challenge, undo, or change 
any of this. As it pertains to the Fed, he 
has been disquietingly quiet, in marked 
contrast to Candidate Trump, who blasted 
the institution (as well as its chairman, 
Janet Yellen) to the roaring approval of his 
supporters. On February 22, 2016, Candi- 
date Trump tweeted: “It is so important to 
audit The Federal Reserve.” And he took 
competitor Senator Ted Cruz to task in the 
same tweet for missing the vote on the 
Audit the Fed bill. However, since becom- 
ing president, he not only has gone silent 
on this “so important” matter, but worse, 
has appointed a Wall Streeter and Fed 
defender to be Treasury Secretary: Steve 
Mnuchin, a former Goldman Sachs man, 
Yale Skull and Bones member, and for- 
mer Soros Fund partner. When questioned 
about auditing the Fed during his Senate 
confirmation hearing in January 2017, 
Mnuchin replied that “the Federal Reserve 
is organized with sufficient independence 
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Memories are woefully short, and seemingly forgotten 
is the fact that a similar “irrational exuberance” 
preceded our great financial crisis of 2008-2009. That 
calamity was the end result of out-of-control federal 
spending and lending policies. 


to conduct monetary policy.” No audit is 
necessary; let the secrecy, manipulation, 
and chicanery continue! 

When it comes to the International 
Monetary Fund, other than some minor 
verbal sparring with IMF Managing Di- 
rector Christine Lagarde, President Trump 
has signaled no intent to oppose our con- 
tinued membership in and financial sup- 
port of this behemoth that is set to become 
the global Federal Reserve System, en- 
dowed with frightening monetary, taxing, 
surveillance, and regulatory powers. 


Unbridled Spending 
An examination of President Trump’s 
first budget plan clearly shows that, rhet- 
oric notwithstanding, the new administra- 
tion is making no serious moves to curtail 
runaway government spending or end the 
debt bondage that threatens to enslave 
our progeny down to our children’s chil- 
dren’s children. 

“Deficit spending has become an in- 
grained part of the culture in the Nation’s 
capital,” declares the president’s budget, 


entitled “A New Foundation For American 
Greatness — Fiscal Year 2018.” “It must 
end to avoid passing unsustainable levels of 
debt on to our children and grandchildren 
and causing serious economic damage,” the 
document rightly observes. “When debt lev- 
els keep increasing, more and more of the 
Nation’s resources are required to service 
that debt and are diverted away from Gov- 
ernment services that citizens depend on.” 

All of that is true, but what is Team 
Trump going to do about it? First let’s take 
a look at our debt situation. Last Septem- 
ber, our officially tabulated national debt 
surpassed $20 trillion for the first time in 
our nation’s history. Our nation’s debt now 
exceeds our annual gross domestic prod- 
uct (GDP), estimated at $19.23 trillion. In- 
terest payments on that debt came to $276 
billion for Fiscal Year 2017. That amounts 
to 6.8 percent of all federal outlays. 

As ugly and frightening as that picture 
is, it is still a gilded lily compared to the 
actual state of affairs. Our true national 
debt, as Professor Laurence Kotlikoff has 
been warning for years, is actually more 


than $200 trillion — more than 10 times 
the official tally. Dr. Kotlikoff, a professor 
of economics at Boston University, says 
the official national debt figures cited by 
federal politicians, bureaucrats, and cen- 
tral bankers are arrived at by using fraud- 
ulent accounting methods. “Most of the 
liabilities the government has incurred in 
the postwar period have been kept off the 
books because of the way we’ve labeled 
our receipts and payments,” he notes. 
“The government has gone out of its way 
to run up a Ponzi scheme and keep evi- 
dence of that off the books by using lan- 
guage to make it appear that we have a 
small debt.” If we assume that the federal 
government will make good on its social- 
welfare promises in the areas of Medicare, 
Medicaid, and Social Security, the coun- 
try’s debt is enormous, as baby boomers 
continue to retire. Only if we assume gov- 
ernment will not pay off on these promises 
can we claim lower levels of debt. 

Euphemists would say we are “over 
leveraged.” Realists bluntly acknowledge 
that we’re swamped in debt and close to 
drowning. 

The Trump budget plan announces a 
commitment “to bring Federal spending 
under control and return the Federal bud- 
get to balance within 10 years.” Would 
that not be wonderful? If only it were so. 
Unfortunately, the details of the budget 
show otherwise. 

“One of the cardinal rules of govern- 
ment accounting and rhetoric is to call 


Federal Open Market Committee being former Goldman execs (left to right): William Dudley, Neel Kashkari, Robert Kaplan, and Patrick Harker. 
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Fed audit flip-flop: Treasury Secretary Steve Mnuchin says an audit of the Fed is not necessary. 


Candidate Trump said an audit is “so important.” 


any slowdown in the growth rate of gov- 
ernment spending a ‘cut,’” remarked Ryan 
McMaken last May. “This gives the im- 
pression that less is being spent when more 
is being spent. It’s just that less is being 
spent than the government had planned on 
spending otherwise.” McMaken, the editor 
of The Austrian and Mises Wire, reminds 
everyone that in all the debates and dis- 
cussions over the Trump budget, “There’s 
lots of talk of cuts, but it’s important to 
remember that there are absolutely no cuts 
whatsoever in the actual amount of money 
the government plans to spend.” 
“According to the Trump plan,” Mc- 
Maken notes, “there is a slight decrease in 
total spending increase compared to what 
had been planned in the baseline budget. 
Trump wants to increase spending by 
16 percent from 2016 to 2020, while the 
baseline assumed a 20 percent increase.... 
Trump plans to increase outlays from $3.8 
trillion to $4.4 trillion, from now until 
2020.” Yes, Team Trump has adopted The 
Swamp’s accounting subterfuge, in which 
a decrease in the increase is called a “cut.” 
“Meanwhile, of course,” McMaken ob- 
serves, “the federal government will con- 
tinue to rack up huge deficits adding to the 
enormous national debt. To make this look 
less bad, the Trump administration has in- 
vented revenue numbers out of thin air that 
the administration claims will reduce the an- 
nual budget deficit to zero dollars ten years 
from now — in 2027.” We knew as kids that 
Popeye was being suckered when he gave 
in to the ever improvident and always rav- 
enous Wimpy, who infamously promised, 
“Pll gladly pay you Tuesday for a ham- 
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burger today.” The promised Tuesday pay- 
ment never came, of course. But as adults 
we continue to buy the Wimpy line from 
politicians who pledge to gladly balance 
the budget five or 10 years from now for 
another mountain of debt today. We allow 
them to rob all the tomorrows of our chil- 
dren and yet-unborn great grandchildren for 
promised perks and pleasures for us today. 
The Trump budget’s rosy forecasting 
for zeroing out the annual deficit, Mc- 
Maken notes, “not only assumes con- 
tinued robust tax collections ... but also 
assumes there will be no recession in the 
United States for another decade.” Good 
luck with that! All other economic sig- 
nals aside, the Federal Reserve’s “un- 
winding” and “tightening” policies could 
send us into a recession all by themselves 
— and are likely to do so. In fact, more 
and more “mainstream” economists are 
using the “r” word these days. Some are 
going further, even warning of a depres- 
sion “worse than the Great Depression.” 
It used to be that only doom-saying “gold 
bugs” such as former congressman Ron 
Paul or Peter Schiff uttered such gloomy 
forecasts. But they and other realists were 
vindicated during the last crisis, and wise 
men will listen when they point to the 
same underlying fundamentals that point 
to another, and worse, impending crisis. 
Economist Thorsten Polleit encapsu- 
lates the enormity of the Federal Reserve’s 
destructive potential in an article entitled 
“The Fed’s Great Unwind: Will It Sink 
Us?” in the November-December issue of 
The Austrian. “Tn the course of the finan- 
cial and economic crisis of 2008-2009, 


the Fed lowered interest rates to basically 
zero,” Dr. Polleit writes. “It also increased 
its balance sheet from $879.4 billion at the 
end of 2007 to $4.5 trillion in September 
2017. It did this by purchasing US Trea- 
suries and agency mortgage-backed secu- 
rities (MBS) in the amount of $2.4 trillion 
and $1.7 trillion, respectively, thereby 
having injected additional ‘base money’ 
into the US banking system.” It is worth 
mentioning that the Fed’s decision to con- 
jure the mind-boggling sum of $4.5 tril- 
lion out of thin air is an egregious usurpa- 
tion of power that our Constitution grants 
to no institution. And since the Fed and its 
TBTF banking cohorts and congressional 
allies thwarted Representative Ron Paul’s 
efforts to get a genuine audit of the Fed, 
we do not know where or how those stag- 
gering sums were, and are, being used. 

Recently, the Fed has made a slight, but 
significant, change in direction. “It has 
raised its target interest rate from near- 
zero to a still-tiny rate slightly above | 
percent,” Dr. Polleit notes. “What is more, 
the Fed has decided to start shrinking its 
balance sheet beginning in October 2017 
by gradually reducing the reinvestment 
of principal payments from its security 
holdings.” If the Fed is to be believed (a 
dangerous and foolish proposition) and it 
sticks to its announced plan (an iffy propo- 
sition), then its balance sheet of U.S. dol- 
lars would be reduced by an estimated 
$1.7 trillion to $2.8 trillion at the end of 
2020, which Polleit points out would still 
be $1.9 trillion above its pre-crisis level 
seen at the end of 2007. A trillion here, a 
trillion there — umm, some of us would 
still consider that a significant chunk of 
change, even in these days of beyond- 
stratospheric budgets. 


The Next Bust 
Understandably, the Fed’s “exit plan” has 
many investors spooked. “It is feared,” 
says Polleit, “that the Fed’s draining of li- 
quidity from the banking sector could re- 
sult in an overly restrictive effect on credit 
markets. This, in turn, could push borrow- 
ing costs upward, sending the economy 
— and financial markets in particular — 
down, even potentially paving the way 
toward a new full-blown crisis.” 

For the past several months, the TBTF 
banks and insider investment houses — 
Goldman Sachs, Deutsche Bank, Bank of 
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America, etc. — have been telling their in- 
the-know investors that a recession may be 
on the way. Goldman Sachs, the infamous 
“Vampire Squid,” has even acknowledged 
that most modern recessions have been 
caused by the Federal Reserve. A report en- 
titled “The Next Recession: Lessons From 
History,” released this past June, states: 
“First, the most frequent contributors to 
modern recessions have been monetary 
policy tightening.” Again, in its conclusion 
section, the report restates that “the domi- 
nant cause of postwar US recessions” has 
been “monetary policy tightening.” Even 
though the Goldman report does not ex- 
plicitly mention the Federal Reserve’s role 
in all of this, it is, of course, the Fed that 
tightens and loosens monetary policy. For 
decades, free market economists such as 
Murray Rothbard, Ludwig von Mises, and 
Ron Paul have been exposing the fact that 
Fed policies are responsible for the boom- 
and-bust roller coaster that has devastated 
our economy, and that of the whole world. 

It is significant that Goldman Sachs is 
admitting this, especially considering the 
incredible lock-hold that the gold-plated, 
politically connected investment firm has 
at the Fed. With the start of the new rota- 
tion schedule on January 1, 2017, four out 
of the five Federal Reserve regional presi- 
dents serving as voting members of the 
powerful Federal Open Market Committee 
are “former” executives at Goldman Sachs: 
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William Dudley, president of the New York 
Fed; Neel Kashkari, president of the Min- 
neapolis Fed; Robert Kaplan, president of 
the Dallas Fed; and Patrick Harker, presi- 
dent of the Philadelphia Fed. 

These are the people who wield mind- 
boggling power over the financial plight 
of the entire planet. Of course, equally 
troubling is the fact that William Dudley, 
who presides over the New York Fed, the 
most important of the regional banks, is 
also a member of the globalist Council on 
Foreign Relations, as are three key mem- 
bers of the Fed’s Board of Governors: Fed 
Chair Janet Yellen, Lael Brainard, and 
President Trump’s recent appointee, Je- 
rome Powell. Trump’s top choices to fill 
the Fed vice chair post recently vacated 
by the resignation of CFR member Stan- 
ley Fischer are reported to be John Brian 
Taylor and Mohamed EI-Erian, both of 
whom are CFR members. The CFR brain 
trust has been the guiding hand behind the 
Fed since its inception. Wall Streeter Paul 
Warburg, the chief architect of the Fed, 
was also an early member of its Board of 
Governors and president of its advisory 
council, as well as being a founding mem- 
ber of the CFR and a member of its board 
of directors until his death in 1932. CFR 
members have dominated the Fed for the 
past century, pulling the financial levers 
that cause recessions and depressions. Are 
they planning another one? 
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New world order Fed: International Monetary Fund Managing Director Christine Lagarde is 
shown here with Chinese Premier Li Kequiang in Beijing, on September 12, 2017. Lagarde has 
said Beijing may become the new headquarters for the IMF. 
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Dr. Polleit reminds us that “the latest 
economic recovery has been, first and 
foremost, fueled by artificially low interest 
rates. Exceptionally low borrowing costs 
have encouraged firms to invest more, 
private households to consume more, and 
the public sector to spend more — and so 
growth seems to have returned. If interest 
rates rise, however, the monetary policy 
induced economic upswing (‘boom’) will 
come to a shrieking halt, most likely to fall 
back into recession (“bust’).” 

Thanks to the moral hazard injected by 
the Fed and its sister central banks during 
the last crisis, with bailouts of the most 
criminally culpable banks, the global fi- 
nancial system is in even greater danger 
of “systemic risk.” It is beyond the power 
of the Federal Reserve, even working in 
concert with other central banks, to deal 
with the potential carnage, we are told 
by the globalists. But the saviors already 
have the “antidote” ready for the poi- 
son they have created. It is referred to in 
banking circles as the “new global finan- 
cial architecture.” 

The centerpiece of this new “archi- 
tecture,” as we have been explaining in 
these pages and online over the past sev- 
eral years, is a “supersized” International 
Monetary Fund, with immense new Fed- 
like powers — on a global scale. Besides 
Fed-type money creation and a global 
currency to replace the dollar — via an 
amped-up version of the IMF’s Special 
Drawing Rights — the globalist plan 
envisions new powers of taxation and 
savings confiscation, as well as “capi- 
tal flight” restrictions to prevent escape 
from the emerging predatory global state. 
Fittingly, Communist China is the big 
new player in this fast-developing New 
World Order convergence scheme, and 
the IMF’s Lagarde has suggested that 
Beijing may replace Washington, D.C., 
as the headquarters city for the IMF. 

It will be impossible to Make Ameri- 
ca Great Again if our economic destiny 
is controlled by vultures entrusted with 
unconstitutional and unaccountable 
powers. However, President Trump and 
the U.S. Congress are not even men- 
tioning the issue, and their business- 
as-usual, spend-and-borrow policies 
are further empowering the Swamp 
creatures that have brought us to our 
current destitution. 
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What Constitutes a 
Constitutional Crisis? 


In scandal-ridden Washington, every cri- 
sis is a mortal threat to our constitutional 
order, or so the hysteria mongers in the 
mainstream news media would have us 
believe. From Watergate to Iran-Contra 
to Whitewater to Russian collusion, every 
major scandal (and a host of minor ones 
along the way) is styled a menace to the 
body politic, proof positive that our Dec- 
laration of Independence and Constitution 
are teetering on the brink. 

The impeachment of President Clinton 
was such a “constitutional crisis,” we were 
informed a generation ago, as are now the 
allegations of collusion between Russia 
and the Trump campaign. But in reality, 
neither of these — nor any of the other 
dozens of scandals that have defaced the 
body politic in recent years — have been 
genuine “constitutional crises,” in the 
sense that none of them posed any threat to 
the Constitution itself, nor to the govern- 
ment defined and empowered by it. 

In fact, even so rare an event as a 
presidential impeachment is no threat to 
the Constitution. The reverse is true: im- 
peachment and removal from office upon 
conviction in a Senate trial are both robust 
checks against a corrupt and overweening 
executive branch, provided for in the Con- 
stitution itself. Far from constituting cri- 
ses, impeachments of presidents, the res- 
ignations of corrupt legislators, and other 
headline-grabbing political actions to re- 
move corrupt or criminal magistrates are 
among the healthiest actions our limited 
constitutional government can undertake, 
since they correct abuses of power and 
discourage other would-be abusers from 
making bad choices. 

None of which is to suggest that we do 
not suffer from a “long train of abuses and 
usurpations” that do amount to a grave 
constitutional crisis. We do. But much 
of the crisis stems from our failure to ac- 
knowledge it as such. 

By “constitutional crisis” is meant that 
the Constitution itself — and, by extension, 
the constitutional order that has served 
America well for 230 years — is under 
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threat of destruction. This is assuredly not 
the case when a president is impeached or 
a scandal-ridden Congress sees some of its 
own investigated, indicted, or even forced to 
resign. Such sensational events are unfortu- 
nately used as distractions to divert popular 
attention from the very real damage being 
inflicted on the Constitution by elected and 
unelected government officials who refuse 
to acknowledge limits on their power. 

A case in point is the abandonment of 
Congress’ constitutional authority to declare 
war, last exercised in 1941 when the U.S. 
Congress declared war on Japan, Germany, 
and their allies upon entry into World War 
II after the Japanese attack on Pearl Har- 
bor. With the outbreak of the Korean War 
in 1950, President Truman cited the UN 
Security Council as his authority to com- 
mit U.S. forces to war on the Korean pen- 
insula. The UN treaty, Truman averred, was 
superior in authority to the U.S. Congress, 
and therefore the congressional authority of 
declaring war was no longer necessary. In 
1973, Congress formalized its abdication 
of warmaking authority by passing the War 
Powers Act, which grants the president es- 
sentially unlimited power to start and wage 
war, provided he report to Congress within 
48 hours after initiating hostilities. 

We have thus become accustomed to 
American presidents exercising the uncon- 
stitutional monarchical prerogative of wag- 
ing war according to personal whim, with 
one president, Bill Clinton, even starting a 
week-long air war against Iraq (Operation 
Desert Fox) the day before an impeach- 
ment vote in the House, in a transparent 
attempt to cow Congress. We now live in 
a state of open-ended, endless war, conve- 
niently labeled a “war on terror,” whereby 
the president and military are constantly at 
war, much of it hidden from public view, 
in far-flung parts of the Earth. This is a 
constitutional crisis of the first order, since 
it is steadily and very perceptibly convert- 
ing the United States from a constitutional 
republic to a militaristic imperial state of 
the type that Rome turned into in the final 
decades before the rise of the Caesars. 

More broadly, the corrosion of constitu- 
tional limits on federal government power 
has been under way since the Great Depres- 


sion, when America’s political leadership 
first embraced the notion that no societal ill 
is too severe for the creative application of 
government power to solve. Out of this no- 
tion grew the New Deal, the Great Society, 
and countless other egregious usurpations 
of federal power. The most recent, and one 
of the most pernicious, is the Affordable 
Care Act, otherwise known as “Obama- 
Care.” Not only did this revolutionary piece 
of legislation create a vast new entitlement 
program entirely disallowed by the U.S. 
Constitution, it compelled Americans to 
purchase healthcare insurance and imposed 
an enormous range of other mandates on 
healthcare providers. The contractions of 
individual liberty brought about by Obama- 
Care were certainly as severe as those oc- 
casioned by the introduction of FDR’s New 
Deal programs. 

Why do such “welfare” programs, which 
many Americans now accept as necessary, 
constitute such a grave crisis? Because no- 
where are such programs authorized by the 
Constitution. In order for any power exer- 
cised by the federal government to be legit- 
imate, it must be enumerated in the Consti- 
tution, or strongly implied by a power that 
is. Any power not enumerated is to remain 
with the states or with individuals. This is 
not one man’s opinion; it is made explicit in 
the 10th Amendment, the final amendment 
of the Bill of Rights. Yet the 10th Amend- 
ment is routinely disparaged, misrepresent- 
ed, marginalized, and outright ignored by a 
political class determined to accrue power. 

This, then, is the true nature of the con- 
stitutional crisis faced by the United States. 
We are now governed by an entire class of 
elites (known these days as “the swamp”’) 
who are determined to use the power of the 
federal government to radically remake 
American society, and massively reduce 
individual liberty into the bargain. Their 
motives are little different from those of 
usurpers and enemies of liberty in all ages 
and lands. But the amplifying power of 
modern media technology has rendered 
their pleas for support more persuasive than 
ever before. To avert this crisis, Americans 
must once again hold their elected leaders 
accountable to their oaths of office. Hi 

— CHARLES SCALIGER 
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ANOTHER LOOK 


AT ANDREW JACKSON 


Andrew Jackson has been called a racist, rapist, and irrelevant to American history, but none 
of those charges rings true. In fact, he was likely responsible for binding the country together. 
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THE BATTLE THAT SHAPED 
AMERICA’S DESTINY 


by Steve Byas 


Andrew Jackson and the Miracle of New 
Orleans: The Battle That Shaped Ameri- 
ca’s Destiny, by Brian Kilmeade and Don 
Yaeger, New York: Sentinel, 2017, 237 
pages, hardcover. 


n January 8, 1815, leading a rag-tag 
(): that included frontier militia, 
pirates, and allied Indians, Andrew 
Jackson defeated the British army at the 
Battle of New Orleans — an army that had 
just defeated Napoleon at the Battle of the 
Nations. But how significant was this vic- 
tory, considering that the War of 1812 had 
already supposedly ended, unbeknownst to 
the combatants at New Orleans? 
In 1961, Johnny Horton celebrated 
the American victory in his well-known 
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song “The Battle of New Orleans,” which 
topped the music charts for weeks. In 
more recent years, the American com- 
mander Andrew Jackson has come under 
increasing assault, cast as a man of almost 
unbelievable evil. He is portrayed as a 
man who hated Native Americans — de- 
spite having adopted two Indian children 
as his own — and in Dinesh D’Souza’s 
movie Hillary's America, he is even 
shown essentially raping a slave. Of all 
of Jackson’s sins, this last one is totally 
without historical foundation: There is not 
one shred of evidence that Jackson was 
ever unfaithful to his wife, Rachel, in their 
entire marriage. 

Even Jackson’s greatest achievement 
— his victory at New Orleans — is often 
dismissed as meaningless. Detractors 
argue, and have largely convinced most 
Americans, that since the great battle was 
fought two weeks after British and Ameri- 
can negotiators in Belgium had concluded 
the Treaty of Ghent, ending the war, even 
had Jackson lost the battle, and the Brit- 
ish captured New Orleans and the mouth 
of the Mississippi River, it really would 
not have mattered. The British would have 
just given it back. 

This is naive. The treaty had not yet 
been ratified by the British Parliament, 
and it is doubtful it would have been, had 
Jackson been defeated at New Orleans. 

Andrew Jackson and the Miracle of 
New Orleans, by Brian Kilmeade, co-host 
of Fox and Friends, and collaborator Don 
Yaeger, is a powerful antidote to the mis- 
conceptions surrounding Jackson’s legacy. 

The authors document Jackson’s animos- 
ity toward the British, dating back to his 
confrontation with them as a boy during the 
Revolutionary War, the persistent British 
refusals to respect American national sov- 
ereignty, the causes of the War of 1812, the 
divisions within the country that threatened 
its dissolution, and the rise of Jackson to the 
rank of major general in the American army. 


This is all background to the exciting 
story of how Jackson saved New Orleans, 
and why it mattered. 

More than a decade before the War of 
1812, Thomas Jefferson had made the case 
that New Orleans not only mattered, but 
that its acquisition was critical to the na- 
tion’s survival. “There is on the globe one 
single spot, the possessor of which is our 
natural and habitual enemy. It is New Or- 
leans,” Jefferson said in 1803, in explain- 
ing his desire to obtain it. As Kilmeade and 
Yaeger explain, the city “was the great gate- 
way to and from the heart of the country. 
America’s inland waterways — the Ohio, 
the Missouri, and the numerous other riv- 
ers that emptied into the Mississippi — 
amounted to an economic lifeline for farm- 
ers, trappers, and lumbermen upstream.” 

Jackson knew, the authors write, “Any- 
one who could read a map knew that by 
capturing the city, His Majesty’s forces 
would consolidate control of the North 
American continent from the Gulf Coast 
to Canada.” 

But the defense of New Orleans would 
be very difficult. For a start, it was not cer- 
tain that the city’s inhabitants were loyal to 
the United States, as the authors noted: “In 
the event of invasion, Jackson would have 
to shape an unprecedented unity among 
a motley population of French colonials, 
Native Americans, freed slaves, American 
woodsmen, and even pirates.” As Jackson 
frantically worked to organize the city’s 
defenses, the peace talks in Europe were 
not going well for the Americans. It was 
the summer of 1814, and after having de- 
feated the French, the British were in a 
mood to punish the Americans for having 
declared war on the British Empire. Some 
in Parliament were openly advocating tak- 
ing New Orleans from the Americans and 
incorporating it into that empire. 

American negotiator Albert Gallatin 
wrote President James Madison, inform- 
ing him that the British “mean to inflict 
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on America a chastisement that will teach 
her that war is not to be declared against 
Great Britain with impunity.” He added 
that it was his understanding that a huge 
British invasion force was on its way 
across the Atlantic. 

The British were demanding “a large 
buffer zone for the Indians in the center 
of the North American continent.” It was 
clear that the British demands “were those 
of a conqueror.” 

Ominously, the British proposed that 
treaty language include two Latin words: 
uti possidetis, which means “as you pos- 
sess.” The proposal meant that the land 
held by each side at the time of ratification 
of the treaty would remain with its pos- 
sessor. Gallatin immediately suspected 
the words’ purpose. As he wrote James 
Monroe, “It appears to me most likely that 
their true and immediate object is New 
Orleans.” As the authors conclude, “If the 
British were able to conquer New Orleans 
before the treaty was signed ... the future 
shape of the United States would be deter- 
mined by the British.” 

By late 1814, the British were nearing 
New Orleans, and no peace treaty had 
been signed. Meanwhile, in Hartford, 
Connecticut, delegates from the New Eng- 
land states met to discuss their complaints 
about the war. Many even advocated se- 
cession. Across the Atlantic, negotiator 
Henry Clay despaired of being able to 
bring a peaceful conclusion to the war. 

The very real possibility loomed that the 
British would take New Orleans and incor- 
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porate it and the surrounding area into the 
British Empire, and that the states of Mas- 
sachusetts, Connecticut, Rhode Island, and 
New Hampshire were leaving the Union. 
America was on the verge of dissolution. 

Jackson desperately worked to put to- 
gether a force large enough to stop the 
British capture of New Orleans. His ac- 
ceptance of two battalions of free colored 
troops sparked bigoted opposition. In re- 
sponse, Jackson organized a parade of his 
forces to create unity in the city. It was 
quite a diverse force that he had construct- 
ed — Louisiana militia, Choctaw Indians, 
black Haitians, Creoles, frontier militia 
from Kentucky and Tennessee, and even 
pirates under Jean Lafitte. 

Unknown to Jackson as the year 1814 
drew to a close was that the peace mission 
in Belgium had concluded on Christmas 
Eve. According to the document, each 
side’s “possessions” would be returned. 
But, as the authors note, “The British had 
never accepted Louisiana as a legitimate 
American possession — the Crown re- 
garded the territory as the rightful property 
of the king of Spain, wrongly taken by Na- 
poleon and therefore illegally transferred 
to the United States.” 

The instructions given to General Ed- 
ward Pakenham (the brother-in-law of the 
Duke of Wellington) were quite specific. 
The British secretary of war told Paken- 
ham that even if a treaty is signed, “Hos- 
tilities should not be suspended until you 
have official information” that the treaty 
had been ratified. Instead, he was to fight 


on until the British gained “possession” 
of New Orleans. 

In short, the popular view prevalent in 
America today — that the Battle of New 
Orleans made no difference, because the 
war was already over — is mistaken. 

A copy of the Treaty of Ghent did not 
reach the desk of President Madison until 
February 14, one month after the American 
victory at New Orleans. If New Orleans 
had fallen to the British, the Americans no 
doubt would have been quite ready to ratify 
the agreement, but what about the British? 
It is probable that the British Parliament 
would have rejected the Treaty of Ghent, 
demanding instead its modification to rec- 
ognize the British annexation of Louisiana. 

The book includes a riveting account 
of the spectacular American victory on 
the Chalmette Plantation just outside 
the city. In one morning, the British 
sustained 2,600 casualties, to about 12 
American dead. The British lost three 
generals, seven colonels, and 75 officers. 
“In some places,” the authors write, “the 
bodies were so numerous that it seemed 
possible to walk without ever touching 
the ground for a distance of perhaps two 
hundred yards.” Among the dead was 
General Pakenham. 

Earlier, with the battle imminent, much 
of the female population of the city, five 
miles away, joined the nuns at the Chapel of 
Our Lady of Consolation to pray that Gen- 
eral Jackson and his soldiers would save the 
city from the Redcoats. After the city was 
saved, Jackson requested a “service of pub- 
lic thanksgiving” from the Abbe Duborg, 
the apostolic minister of the diocese of 
Louisiana and Florida, at the cathedral in 
New Orleans. The cathedral could not con- 
tain the crowd of 10,000 that responded. 

After Jackson’s remarkable victory, the 
Federalist Party, identified with the se- 
cessionist Hartford Convention, began a 
rapid decline. The Union was saved. Had 
Jackson lost at New Orleans, the Ameri- 
can Republic would likely have fragment- 
ed. As it was, the nation experienced a 
burst of nationalistic pride — with mixed 
consequences that continue to the present 
day. Unfortunately, the defeat of one em- 
pire (the British) has contributed greatly 
to the rise of another (our own). 

But Kilmeade and Yaeger expertly dis- 
pel the myth that the Battle of New Or- 
leans was meaningless. Hl 
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Good Going Around 


When Kate McClure’s vehicle ran out of 
gas on Interstate 95 in Philadelphia in Oc- 
tober, she did not know what to do. Thank- 
fully, a homeless veteran, Johnny Bobbitt, 
Jr., was on the scene. 

The Washington Post reported that Mc- 
Clure stopped her car at the nearest exit 
ramp and got out of her car to find a gas 
station. That is when she met Bobbitt, who 
was sitting on the side of the road near the 
exit ramp holding a sign. 

“He saw me pull over and knew some- 
thing was wrong,” McClure recalled to 
People. “He told me to get back in the 
car and lock the doors. A few minutes 
later, he comes back with a red gas can. 
Using his last $20 to make sure I could 
get home safe.” 

McClure was understandably touched 
by Bobbitt’s incredible act of kindness and 
knew that she wanted to reciprocate some- 
how. She started visiting him regularly at 
his spot alongside the road and bringing 
him clothes and food. “One day I stopped 
to see him and had a few things in a bag to 
give him, one of which was a box of ce- 
real bars so he could have something that 
he could carry around and eat,” McClure 
explained. “He was very appreciative as 
usual and the first thing he said was, ‘Do 
you want one?’” 

Still, McClure felt she should do more. 
She and her boyfriend, Mark D’ Amico, 
created a GoFundMe page on November 
11 and set a goal of $10,000. 

They were astonished by the outpouring 
of support for the veteran who was will- 
ing to sacrifice his last bit of cash to help 
someone in need. In less than two weeks, 
the page raised more than $350,000 from 
more than 10,000 people. 

“He knows where he’s at and he knows 
what he has to do to dig himself out,” 
D’Amico said, according to the Inquirer. 
“Tt’s almost impossible to dig himself out 
if he has nobody and nothing. If we can 
raise enough money to set him up for a 
few months, where he doesn’t have to 
worry about where he’s going to sleep and 
what he’s going to eat, then he can get a 
job and go about his life.” 

Bobbitt was an ammunition technician 
in the Marines, according to the Inquirer. 
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He was also a talented paramedic with a 
good heart until he began using drugs and 
struggled with money issues, a friend told 
the Inquirer. 

McClure arranged for Bobbitt to meet 
with a financial planner and lawyer to help 
Bobbitt use the money well. “He is very 
interested in finding a job, and I believe that 
with a place to be able to clean up every 
night and get a good night’s rest, his life can 
get back to being normal,” McClure wrote 
on the GoFundMe page. “Truly believe that 
all Johnny needs is one little break.” 

In an interview with Good Morning 
America, Bobbitt stated that he feels a 
responsibility to use the money appropri- 
ately and even pay it forward to help oth- 
ers with similar struggles. “I just want to 
do the right thing,” he said. “This money 
was given to help me. Why not help other 
people in similar situations or people that 
are actively helping other people in differ- 
ent situations?” 

He added, “Everybody out there is fac- 
ing some kind of struggle, so if I can touch 
their life, the way mine was touched, [it’d 
be] an amazing feeling. I want to feel the 
feeling on the opposite end.” 


Christmas Goodness 


A New Jersey man known only as Charlie 
K gave dozens of people an early Christ- 
mas surprise when he walked into a Toys 
“R” Us in Cherry Hill, New Jersey, on 
Black Friday and paid off all the layaway 
orders, totaling $10,780. 

When employees asked why he would do 
that, his response was simple. “Just trying 
to bring some happiness to people. That’s 
really it. Help bring back to the commu- 
nity that brought so much happiness to me 
and my family,” Charlie told CBS Philly. 
He chose that Toys “R” Us because it was 
closest to some of the most impoverished 
neighborhoods in his area, he explained. 

Charlie’s generosity did not stop there. 
WRAL.com reported he also asked ev- 
eryone shopping in the store at the time to 
choose three items for him to purchase to 
donate to Toys for Tots, a non-profit pro- 
gram run by the U.S. Marine Corps Re- 
serve. That added another $2,000 to his bill. 

“The Marines and Toys for Tots are one 


of the best organizations, and I don’t want 
to forget them,” Charlie said. 

Meanwhile, an organization called 
the Believe in Yourself Project made the 
holidays special for underprivileged girls 
around the country this year by providing 
gorgeous, stylish holiday dresses for them 
to wear on Christmas and New Year’s Eve. 

Launched in January 2017 by Sam Si- 
sakhti, founder of UsTrendy — the world’s 
largest fashion marketplace for young 
women and juniors — this project pro- 
vides brand-new dresses to low-income 
girls for the holidays, as well as for upcom- 
ing school dances and other occasions. It 
also encourages success in girls who are 
interested in receiving additional dresses 
through a rewards system for achieving 
their goals. 

In an interview with THE NEw AMERI- 
CAN, Sisakhti explained that low-income 
girls who sign up for the program receive a 
brand new dress to wear for a special occa- 
sion, and may continue to receive dresses 
for other occasions, by participating in 
a goals-oriented system that tracks their 
goals and rewards them based on their 
progress. The goals are typically short- 
term in nature and range from academic 
to extracurricular. 

The program only recently acquired 
tax-exempt status, so retailers are now en- 
couraged to donate dresses to the program. 
But prior to that, Sisakhti purchased most 
of the dresses that were given away. Some 
of the dresses are also samples provided 
to him through his business by fashion 
designers. The Believe in Yourself project 
gave away 10,000 dresses in its first year. 

And there’s more to the foundation 
than just fashion. The project’s mission is 
to improve body image, reduce bullying, 
and inspire girls to believe in themselves 
and their dreams. The foundation does 
this by bringing in motivational speakers 
to mentor the girls in the program. Sisakhti 
told TNA that he has seen girls victimized 
by cyber-bullying and wanted to do some- 
thing that would help them overcome it 
and help to build their self-esteem. 

The Believe in Yourself Project may be 
exactly what these girls need to do just 
that. Hl 

— RAVEN CLABOUGH 
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The Seleucid War Against the Jews 


Hanukkah, which is an event of both historical and religious importance, recalls a time 
when Jews fought battles to be able to continue to practice their religion, and won. 


Jews for Judaism: Depiction of the Maccabees by Polish artist Wojciech Stattler. The Maccabees 
led a revolt against the Hellenizing forces of the Seleucid Empire because the invaders were 
erasing the Jewish religion. 


by Dennis Behreanadt 


udas Maccabaeus, “The Hammer of 

the Jews,” gazed out at his camp. The 

last indigo of the night sky was giving 
way to the gathering orange glow that pre- 
saged the new day. It was not auspicious. 

About him were 3,000 picked men, the 
flower of Jewish might, skilled warriors 
all, dedicated to protecting the Jews and 
defending faith and tradition against the 
pagan Greeks. 

The gathering warmth of the sun 
couldn’t chase away the chill in Judas’ 
veins, for before him lay the great- 
est enemy army he had yet faced. The 
enemy camp was rousing from its rest- 
less slumber. Martial sounds began to 
reverberate through the dry air. Men, by 
their thousands, gathered shields, while 
the occasional glint of light darted from 
the swaying iron tips of ferocious spears, 
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soon to be deployed by the enemy troops 
in fearsome phalanx formation. 

The enemy general, Bacchides, began 
to position his troops, and the full scale 
of the terrifying threat became apparent to 
the gathered Jewish army. Judas’ troops, 
brave and skilled and resolute, were out- 
numbered at least five to one. A murmur 
of fear moved through the ranks. The most 
fearful, seeing the approach of certain 
death, melted away into the hills. 

“We should withdraw and live to 
fight again,” came the cry of those who 
remained. 

In righteous indignation, Judas, feeling 
the hot passion of righteousness chasing the 
chill from his veins, whirled on his men. 

“Up! Let us face the enemy,” he growled 
at his flagging forces. 

“We are too few,” they cried back in 
fear. “We have no strength for anything 
but to escape with our lives.” 


Judas, a lion, a dragon among mere 
men, let loose his ferocity. “Let not the 
sun ever see such a thing, that I should 
show my back to the enemy!” he roared. 
“Although this be the time that will 
bring me to my end, and I must die in 
this battle, I will rather stand to it cou- 
rageously, and bear whatsoever comes 
upon me, than by now running away, 
bring reproach upon my former great 
actions, or tarnish their glory.” 

Rallied, the Jewish phalanx drew to- 
gether while the fearsome general Bac- 
chides arrayed his forces, with horse- 
men on the wings, phalanxes arrayed 
with archers and skirmishers to the front 
of the line. 

The Jewish forces, small in number but 
immense of heart, drew likewise to their 
line of battle. With a pounding of shields 
and the blare of the trumpeter came a great 
shout, first from the Greek lines as they 
tushed to join battle. Then, the blood cry 
of the Jewish forces answered, and with 
Judas leading, the bravest of all men, the 
flower of Judea, fell upon the gathered 
horde of the enemy. 


Background to Rebellion 

The final battle of Judas Maccabaeus 
against the Seleucid Greek general Bacchi- 
des was symbolic of the greater encounter, 
and indeed war, of the tiny Jewish popu- 
lation of Judea against the overwhelming 
cultural, social, economic, and military 
power of the Hellenistic empires left in the 
wake of Alexander the Great’s conquest of 
the known world. 

By 200 B.C., the most significant of 
these were the Ptolemaic Empire ruling 
in Egypt and the Seleucid Empire ruling 
most of the Near East from Antioch. These 
fought each other, both in diplomacy and 
war, in a “Great Game” to hold on to 
power, wealth, and territory against the 
rising colossus of Rome in the West. 

The Seleucids, in particular, would be 
the first to feel the fire of Rome. Antiochus 
III, or “The Great” as he had legitimate 
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The enemy general, Bacchides, began to position his troops and the 
full scale of the terrifying threat became apparent to the gathered 
Jewish army. Judas’ troops, brave and skilled and resolute, were 


outnumbered at least five to one. 


reason to prefer, had extended the reach 
of his empire from the Aegean in the West 
as far East as the frontier of modern Af- 
ghanistan and into India. Ever the expan- 
sionist, he invaded Greece in 192 B.C. 
but was pushed out by the Romans. They 
pursued him into Asia Minor, where they 
fought again at the Battle of Magnesia. 
There Antiochus assembled an impres- 
sive array of military might, drawn from 
all the provinces of his vast empire. These 
largely were in support of his primary in- 
fantry force. This, according to the Roman 
historian Livy, was comprised 
of “16,000 infantry in the 
Macedonian fashion, known 
as the ‘phalanx.’ These formed 
the centre, and their front con- 
sisted of ten divisions; between 
each division stood two el- 
ephants. They were thirty-two 
ranks deep. This was the main 
strength of the king’s army and 
it presented a most formidable 
appearance, especially with the 
elephants towering high above 
the men. The effect was height- 
ened by the frontlets and crests 
on the animals, and the towers 
on their backs on which stood 
the drivers, each accompanied 
by four soldiers.” 

The Romans, for their part, 
were in their normal military 
array, all well disciplined and, 
in contrast to the motley army 
of the Seleucid Basileus, large- 
ly standardized in the Roman 
way as to weapons and tactics. 

Surprising everyone, prob- 
ably especially King Antio- 
chus, the Romans proved the 
far better, more professional 
army, and the Seleucid army 
was completely destroyed, 
with Antiochus losing as many 
as 50,000 soldiers in the battle. 
As for terms, the victorious 
Romans required payment of 
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12,000 talents per year for 12 years in 
tribute, along with 20 hostages to Rome, 
to be selected by the Romans. And the Se- 
leucid king would no longer be allowed to 
keep war elephants or have naval vessels 
beyond those Rome chose to allow. 

He wouldn’t live long enough to fulfill 
the terms demanded by Rome. The Trea- 
ty of Apamea that contained these terms 
dates to 188 B.C. By 187, Antiochus the 
Great, now campaigning against break- 
away eastern provinces, died. He was re- 
placed by his son Seleukos IV. 


Tyranny epitomized: Bust of the Seleucid Emperor Antiochus IV 
Epiphanes. Believing himself a living god, Antiochus campaigned 
throughout Egypt and the Near East, while outlawing the Jewish 

religion and traditions. 


The Unraveling 


Ironically, the terms of the treaty imposed 
by Rome would likely have stabilized the 
Seleucid Empire had Antiochus the Great 
lived. With his death, however, the terms 
of the treaty were void. 

The new king, Seleukos IV was, like 
his father, a competent king. He was 
aware that his empire needed security on 
its northern and western frontiers, while 
also needing a strong military to counter 
the threat from a potentially strong and 
expansionist rival to the south in Ptol- 
emaic Egypt. 

With the treaty with Rome broken, the 
annual tribute of 12,000 talents owed to 
Rome could be ignored and used to fund 
military and diplomatic affairs, includ- 
ing maintaining naval power and forming 
peaceful diplomatic relations with minor 
powers in Greece. 

There was good reason to 
worry about Egypt. Ptolemy V 
had been busy fighting internal 
strife and rebellion, but by 180 
B.C. he had achieved his inter- 
nal aims and was beginning to 
consider making an attempt on 
lands to the north that the Se- 
leucids had captured. 

Many in his court feared 
the prospect of war and the 
taxes it would bring. “King 
Ptolemy, being asked by one 
of his courtiers why he ne- 
glected Coelé Syria though it 
was rightfully his, replied that 
he was giving good heed to the 
matter,” the historian Diodorus 
Siculus recounted. “When the 
friend continued and asked 
where he would find sufficient 
money for the campaign, the 
king pointed to his friends and 
said: ‘There, walking about, 
are my money-bags.’” 

The “money-bags,” at least 
some of them, decided this was 
unacceptable. A conspiracy 
was hatched and Ptolemy V 
met his end by poison. There 
followed a few years under the 
regency of Queen Cleopatra 
(not to be confused with the 
later Cleopatra who famously 
consorted with Caesar), who 
did not favor a war in Syria. 
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One who wouldn’t bend: Mattathias, the patriarch of the family of the Maccabees, began the 


rebellion against the Seleucid Hellenizers with a crime of passion, killing a Hellenized Jew and 
a Seleucid official who demanded that he and other Jews worship and sacrifice to the pagan 


Greek gods. 


But soon enough she, too, perished, leav- 
ing her young children, still too young to 
govern, in the hands of otherwise obscure 
regents. These were Lenaios — a former 
slave — and the eunuch Eulaios, who had 
been Ptolemy VI’s nurse. Though weak in 
power, they took up the policy of initiating 
war to invade Seleucid lands. 

This likely would have led to war, but 
it was Seleukos IV’s turn to perish at the 
hands of a conspiracy, murdered by his 
chief minister, one Heliodorus. This crime 
has remained a mystery for over 2,000 
years. Heliodorus does not seem to ever 
have been mistreated by Seleukos. He was 
evidently well respected and wealthy. Nor 
did he make overly aggressive moves as a 
usurper of the throne. 

The death, however, left a power vac- 
uum within the Seleucid Empire. The 
proper heir to the throne was Demetrios, 
eldest son of Seleukos IV, who was a hos- 
tage in Rome. Demetrios had only recently 
ended up in that position, replacing Antio- 
chus IV, Seleukos IV’s brother, who had 
been a hostage in Rome. Demetrios could 
not be retrieved from Rome, and this left 
an opening for Antiochus IV. Since leaving 
Rome, this new Antiochus had been living 
a life of luxury in Athens. But, assisted by 
Eumenes II of Pergamum, he now made 
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his way to Syria, where he captured and 
executed Heliodorus. 

There remained only family matters 
standing in the way of Antiochus IV, in the 
form of his sister, the widowed queen of 
Seleukos IV, and her four- or five-year-old 
son Antiochus, who was, in the wake of his 
father’s death, the legitimate heir. This was 
soon overcome, however. Antiochus IV 
married his sister and made himself co-king 
with his young nephew. Thus rose to power 
Antiochus IV Epiphanes. 


Hellenism Challenges the Jews 

By all accounts Antiochus IV was an un- 
usual character. The historian Diodorus 
Siculus gives us a portrait of the ruler who 
would soon attempt to destroy the religion 
of the Jews: 


On first succeeding to the throne, 
[he] embarked upon a quixotic mode 
of life foreign to other monarchs. 
To begin with, he would often slip 
out of the palace without informing 
his courtiers, and wander at ran- 
dom about the city with one or two 
companions. Next, he took pride in 
stooping to the company of com- 
mon people, no matter where, and in 
drinking with visiting foreigners of 


the meanest stamp. In general, if he 
learned that any young men were for- 
gathering at an early hour, he would 
suddenly appear at the party with a 
fife and other music, so that in their 
astonishment some of the common- 
ers who were guests would take to 
their heels and others be struck dumb 
with fear. Finally, he would at times 
put off his royal garb, and wrapping 
himself in a toga, as he had seen 
candidates for office do at Rome, 
would accost the citizens, saluting 
and embracing them one by one, and 
ask them to give him their vote, now 
for the office of aedile, and again for 
that of tribune. Upon being elected, 
he would sit on an ivory chair, and in 
the Roman fashion listen to the op- 
posing arguments in ordinary cases 
of contract. He did this with such 
close attention and zeal that all men 
of refinement were perplexed about 
him, some ascribing his behaviour to 
artless simplicity, others to folly, and 
some to madness. 


Two characteristics stand out from this: 
First, he was not always interested in dry 
matters of state if there was a party that 
could be attended and, second, he had a 
strong affinity for Roman, i.e., pagan, 
modes of living. In other words, it would 
not be surprising to find this ruler hostile 
to the traditions, beliefs, and laws of those 
of his Jewish subjects in Judea. 

By this time, the Hellenizing influence 
of the Greeks that had so transformed the 
Near East in the wake of Alexander the 
Great was beginning to cause division 
even in Judea and the temple city of Je- 
rusalem. At the outset of Antiochus IV’s 
reign, the traditionalists were still ascen- 
dant in Jerusalem under the high priest 
Onias. But a Hellenizing faction was in- 
creasingly well organized and vocal. 

One of them, Jason, purchased the posi- 
tion of high priest from Antiochus, replac- 
ing Onias. This unleashed the beginning 
of a Hellenistic purge of traditionalists. At 
first, this meant establishing some pagan 
institutions in Jerusalem. According to 
1 Maccabees, the new high priest “im- 
posed the Greek way of life on his fellow- 
countrymen. He suppressed the liberties 
which the kings had graciously granted to 
the Jews.... He went so far as to found a 
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gymnasium at the very foot of the Cita- 
del.... Godless wretch that he was and no 
true high priest, Jason set no bounds to 
his impiety; indeed the hellenising process 
reached such a pitch that the priests ceased 
to show any interest in serving the altar; 
but, scorning the Temple and neglecting 
the sacrifices, they would hurry, on the 
stroke of the gong, to take part in the dis- 
tribution, forbidden by the Law, of the oil 
on the exercise ground; setting no store 
by the honours of their fatherland, they 
esteemed hellenic glories best of all.” 

Yet this was not fervent enough for the 
Hellenizing faction, who thought Jason 
not nearly aggressive enough in pushing 
Greek life and religion onto the Jews. 
They convinced Antiochus to replace him 
with Menelaos, whose ascension to the 
position, and activities in it, would set off 
a blood bath and reign of terror. 

This created significant divisions 
among the Jews. “There were now three 
high priests, and their loyalties had be- 
come uncertain and divided,” wrote his- 
torian John D. Grainger in his Fail of the 
Seleukid Empire. Further, he continued, 
“the man with the least support, Menelaos, 
was one of three who was in office. His 
party organized the murder of Onias, but 
this merely alarmed Jason, who may have 
assumed that he was next.” 

The deposed Jason, perhaps attempt- 
ing to strike before he was himself struck 
down, raised a force to attack Menelaos, 
and moved against the city. “When the 
walls had been breached and the city was 
finally on the point of being taken, Mene- 
laus took refuge in the Citadel,” wrote the 
author of 2 Maccabees. “Jason, however, 
made a pitiless slaughter of his fellow- 
citizens, oblivious of the fact that success 
against his own countrymen was the great- 
est of disasters, but rather picturing him- 
self as winning trophies from some enemy, 
and not from his fellow-countrymen.” 

As this was happening in Judea, news 
had reached Antiochus that Egypt was 
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Against all odds: Judas Maccabaeus led an upstart Jewish revolt against the Seleucid Empire, 


an ancient superpower that ruled lands stretching from the shore of the Mediterranean as far 


East as Afghanistan. 


preparing for war. And like Jason strik- 
ing before he himself could be struck, 
Antiochus turned the might of his empire 
toward the south, launching the invasion 
of Egypt. 

The result in Egypt was that the regents 
Eulaios and Lenaios were overthrown, 
replaced by the soldiers Komanos and 
Kineas, but it was the youthful king Ptol- 
emy VI who appeared to rise in power as 
a result. He reached an agreement with 
Antiochus, who then moved against those 
in Alexandria who favored the young 
Ptolemy’s brother, Ptolemy VIII. The Se- 
leucid siege of Alexandria was not long 
lived, and was unsuccessful in any case. 
Antiochus withdrew his army from most 
of Egypt, perhaps feeling that he had left 
the scene in sufficient disarray to prevent 
future Egyptian designs on his territories. 
Simultaneously, word reached him of the 
internecine fighting in Jerusalem. 

From the point of view of the Seleucid 


Antiochus “marched from Egypt, raging like a wild beast, and 
began by storming the city. He then ordered his soldiers to cut 
down without mercy everyone they encountered, and to butcher all 


who took refuge in their houses.” 
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king, Menelaos was the proper and lawful 
high priest, and Jason did not have a right 
to attack, much less depose Menelaos. 
Moreover, Jason had once been sheltered 
by a certain Hyrkanos, who was sus- 
pected of having links to the Ptolemaic 
regime. Jason’s actions, then, seemed to 
the king to have “had the air of a rising 
in favor of the active Ptolemaic enemy, 
and was certainly a defiance of Antio- 
chus’ royal authority,” Grainger notes. 
“Antiochus decided he could not afford 
to ignore what had happened.... He sent 
his army into the Judean Hills, seized Je- 
rusalem, looted the temple treasury, and 
defeated Menelaos’ opponents.” 

2 Maccabees recounts the bloody deci- 
mation of Jerusalem at the hands of the 
enraged king. He “marched from Egypt, 
raging like a wild beast, and began by 
storming the city. He then ordered his 
soldiers to cut down without mercy ev- 
eryone they encountered, and to butcher 
all who took refuge in their houses. It was 
a massacre of young and old, a slaugh- 
ter of women and children, a butchery 
of young girls and infants. There were 
eighty thousand victims in the course of 
those three days, forty thousand dying by 
violence and as many again being sold 
into slavery. Not content with this, he had 
the audacity to enter the holiest Temple 
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in the entire world, with Menelaus, that 
traitor to the laws and to his country, as 
his guide; with impure hands he seized 
the sacred vessels.” 

This was only the beginning of the 
troubles for the Jews. While the king 
renewed his campaign in Egypt, he sent 
an army of more than 20,000 into Judea 
to complete the suppression of the Jews, 
putting to death many men of fighting 
age and selling women and children into 
slavery. With this force in place and Jeru- 
salem firmly under the yoke, the process 
of completing the Hellenization of Judea 
could begin in earnest. 


The Immense Power of Antiochus 
Egypt proved no impediment to the power 
of Antiochus. He chased the Ptolemies to 
Alexandria and reduced the entire nation 
to his control. While a great victory, it 
brought with it problems. Antiochus only 
wanted the threat of invasion from Egypt 
to end. He didn’t want to annex the coun- 
try and face the troubles of an occupation. 
And for their part, the Romans didn’t want 
to face the combined power of the Seleu- 
cids and Egypt as an eastern rival. Roman 
envoys then brokered a famous treaty that 
required Antiochus to leave Egypt, but 
forced the Ptolemies to renounce any fur- 
ther pretensions to invading Seleucid ter- 
ritories. Mission accomplished from the 
point of view of Antiochus. 

Worthy, too, of a triumphal celebration 
in the Roman style, Antiochus thought. 
And, in fact, the triumph that Antiochus 
prepared at the sacred grove of Daphne 
just outside of Antioch was a spectacle 
that enthralled the entire Roman and Hel- 
lenistic world, while displaying the full 
power of the empire that the Jews would 
come to face. 

Polybius gives us an extended account 
of the celebration: 


The public ceremonies began with 
a procession composed as follows: 
first came some men armed in the 
Roman fashion, with their coats 
made of chain armour, five thou- 
sand in the prime of life. Next came 
five thousand Mysians, who were 


five thousand Gauls. They were fol- 
lowed by twenty-thousand Macedo- 
nians, and five thousand armed with 
brass shields, and others with silver 
shields, who were followed by two 
hundred and forty pairs of gladia- 
tors. Behind these were a thousand 
Nisaean cavalry and three thousand 
native horsemen, most of whom had 
gold plumes and gold crowns, the 
rest having them of silver. Next to 
them came what are called ‘com- 
panion cavalry,’ to the number of a 
thousand, closely followed by the 
corps of king’s ‘friends’ of about 
the same number, who were again 
followed by a thousand picked men; 
next to whom came the Agema or 
guard, which was considered the 
flower of the cavalry, and numbered 
about a thousand. Next came the 
‘cataphract’ cavalry, both men and 
horses acquiring that name from 
the nature of their panoply; they 
numbered fifteen hundred. All the 
above men had purple surcoats, in 
many cases embroidered with gold 


and heraldic designs. And behind 
them came a hundred six-horsed, 
and forty four-horsed chariots; a 
chariot drawn by four elephants and 
another by two; and then thirty-six 
elephants in single file with all their 
furniture on. 


Rather dryly, Polybius notes: “The rest 
of the procession was almost beyond de- 
scription.” 


Blood, Tears, and Triumph 

Beyond description, also, was the despair 
of the Jews in Judea. While the terrifying 
power of the empire was on display to the 
north, in Jerusalem the temple had been 
completely desecrated. Grainger recounts 
that the Hellenizers “now tackled the cen- 
tral element of the opposition, the temple. 
They applied to Antiochus to be allowed 
to convert the worship there from that of 
Yahweh to that of Zeus Olympios.” 

The Jewish faith was now effectively 
outlawed, and throughout the region, Se- 
leucid forces were active in enforcing ad- 
herence to the new religion. The process 


followed by three thousand Cili- 
cians armed like light infantry, and 
wearing gold crowns. Next to them 
came three thousand Thracians and 


Another attack: The destruction of the temple in Jerusalem by the Romans, depicted by Venetian 
artist Francesco Hayez. Earlier, during the Maccabean rebellion, the temple was converted by the 
Seleucids to the worship of Zeus Olympios — inflaming the passions of faithful Jews who were 
being oppressed, enslaved, and killed for their faith. 
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The Jewish faith was now effectively outlawed, and throughout the 


region, Seleucid forces were active in enforcing adherence to the 


new religion. 


ignited a firestorm when it came to the 
village of Modin. There lived a prominent 
local man, Mattathias, with his family. The 
Hellenizers were eager to convince Mat- 
tathias and his sons to commit to the Greek 
religion and set an example for others. 

Mattathias refused, giving an impas- 
sioned speech. When he finished, another 
Jew, likely an agent provocateur for the 
Hellenizers, stepped forward to begin 
the sacrifice that Mattathias had refused. 
Josephus, the great Jewish historian, re- 
counts what happened next: “There came 
one of the Jews into the midst of them, 
and sacrificed as Antiochus had com- 
manded. At which Mattathias had great 
indignation, and ran upon him violently 
with his sons, who had swords with them, 
and slew both the man himself that sacri- 
ficed, and Apelles the king’s general, who 
compelled them to sacrifice, with a few 
of his soldiers.” 

Mattathias raised then the cry of rebel- 
lion. “If anyone be zealous for the laws of 
his country, and for the worship of God, let 


- 


him follow me!” With his sons and those 
of the region determined to resist Antio- 
chene oppression, he led a growing guer- 
rilla rebellion into the hill country north 
of Jerusalem. 

Soon, Mattathias grew sick, and leader- 
ship after his death passed to his son, the 
great Judas Maccabaeus, whom Matta- 
thias had recommended, in the words 
of Josephus, as having “courage and 
strength” enough to “bring vengeance on 
your enemies.” 

The growing revolt had to be put 
down, and this fell at first to the Mysarch 
Apollonius. At the head of an army of 
militia and auxiliaries, he met Judas and 
his rag-tag army in battle. The fight was 
noteworthy, mainly because it was short. 
Judas was likely under no delusions that 
his force could fight in pitched battle 
against any army using anything remotely 
like normal Macedonian tactics and for- 
mations. Instead, he hit upon the strategy 
of striking at the heart of the enemy by 
immediately targeting their leadership. 


: * t. 


Death to the defenders: A stylized depiction of the death of Judas Maccabaeus by Brazilian artist 
José Teofilo de Jesus. After leading a successful campaign to recover Jerusalem and the temple, 
Judas fell in battle against an overwhelming Seleucid army at the Battle of Elasa in 160 B.C. 
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Thus, Judas flew at once to the position 
of Apollonius and put him to the sword. 
The result was as intended. Their general 
slain, the Antiochene force fell apart and 
fled. Judas claimed Apollonius’ sword 
from the field of battle, making it his 
own, and fighting with it for the duration 
of the struggle to follow. 

And struggle did follow. A new army 
was raised under the general Seron and 
brought to camp near the village of Be- 
thoron, there to face the rising strength 
of Judas. This force was stronger in men 
and arms than that commanded by Apol- 
lonius, and it struck fear into the army of 
Judas, who worried that their small band 
couldn’t survive, much less defeat, such a 
force. Judas, though, reminded them that 
“victory in war does not depend on the 
size of the fighting force: Heaven accords 
the strength. They are coming against us 
in full-blown insolence and lawlessness 
to destroy us, our wives and our children, 
and to plunder us; but we are fighting for 
our lives and our laws, and He will crush 
them before our eyes; do not be afraid 
of them.” 

At this Judas again led the attack on the 
enemy. From the hills the desperate and 
ferocious Jewish forces fell on the lead 
unit of the enemy army, overwhelming 
them and killing Seron. At this, again the 
enemy fled, Judas in pursuit. 

“Judas pursued them down from Beth- 
Horon as far as the plain,” 1 Maccabees 
recounts. “About eight hundred of their 
men fell, and the rest took refuge in the 
country of the Philistines.” 

This crushing defeat had to be an- 
swered. The task fell to the regent Lysias, 
left in charge and given the responsibility 
of subduing Judea while Antiochus cam- 
paigned in the east. “Lysias chose Ptol- 
emy, the son of Dorymenes, and Nicanor, 
and Gorgias, very potent men among the 
king’s friends, and delivered to them forty 
thousand foot soldiers and seven thousand 
horsemen, and sent them against Judea,” 
Josephus tells us. 

Under Gorgias, as many as perhaps 
10,000 of these soldiers of the enemy 
made camp at the town of Emmaus, a 
well-armed horde designed to wipe out 
the rebellion once and for all. Facing this, 
there could be only two outcomes. The 
most likely, and the one any reasonable 
person would expect, would be that the 
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das Maccabaeus with the rededication of the temple after 


the recapture of Jerusalem. Afterward, recounts the Jewish historian Josephus, “they made it a 
law for their posterity, that they should keep a festival, on account of the restoration of their temple 
worship, for eight days. And from that time to this we celebrate this festival, and call it Lights.” 


Hammer of the Jews would break against 
the unyielding anvil of the Antiochene 
army. Or, covering himself and his army in 
glory, Judas would overcome insurmount- 
able odds and win the day. 

Gorgias, taking 5,000 infantry and 
1,000 cavalry, thought to catch Judas un- 
awares and wipe him out. But “the son 
of Mattathias perceived” the stratagem, 
Josephus noted, and taking his army out- 
flanked Gorgias’ incursion and brought his 
forces up against the enemy camp. Taking 
it by surprise, he put them to rout, cap- 
turing the camp, and forcing Gorgias to 
withdraw. 

Again, this caused an escalation, and the 
Antiochenes returned one more time with 
yet a larger army, this time under Lysias 
himself. This time, 60,000 infantry and 
5,000 cavalry made an orderly approach 
into Judea, eventually making camp at 
the village of Bethsur. With only 10,000 
men to face this force, the apparently fear- 
less Judas Maccabaeus led his army into 
battle again, skirmishing with the larger 
force. He “joined battle with the first of 
the enemy that appeared, and beat them, 
and slew about 5,000 of them, and thereby 
became terrible to the rest of them,” Jose- 
phus recounts. 

Fate also intervened. Antiochus, on 
campaign in the East, died. Faced with 
potential turmoil as a result, Lysias re- 
turned with what remained of his army to 
Antioch. “Judah Maccabee had therefore 
gained a respite, and he used it to attack 
and capture Jerusalem,” writes Grainger. 
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There, the victorious Jewish army found 
the temple abandoned and in a terrible 
state. “They found the sanctuary deserted, 
the altar desecrated, the gates burnt down, 
and vegetation growing in the courts as 
it might in a wood or on some mountain, 
while the storerooms were in ruins,” | 
Maccabees recounts. They set about re- 
storing the temple and reinvigorating the 
people in their ancient faith. 

“So on the five and twentieth day of 
the month of Casleu ... they lighted the 
lamps that were on the candlestick, and 
offered incense upon the altar..., and laid 
the loaves upon the table..., and offered 
burnt offerings upon the new altar,” writes 
Josephus. 

Continuing, Josephus writes: 


Now Judas celebrated the festival of 
the restoration of the sacrifices of 
the temple for eight days; and omit- 
ted no sort of pleasures thereon; but 
he feasted them upon very rich and 
splendid sacrifices; and he honored 
God, and delighted them, by hymns 
and psalms. Nay, they were so very 
glad at the revival of their customs, 
when after a long time of intermis- 
sion, they unexpectedly had regained 
the freedom of their worship, that 
they made it a law for their poster- 
ity, that they should keep a festival, 
on account of the restoration of their 
temple worship, for eight days. And 
from that time to this we celebrate 
this festival, and call it Lights. I sup- 


pose the reason was, because this 
liberty beyond our hopes appeared 
to us; and that thence was the name 
given to that festival. 


Josephus wrote these words some 200 
years after Judas Maccabaeus recovered 
the temple. Today, Hanukkah, the Festi- 
val of Lights, remains justly famous and 
celebrated, a perpetual reminder of the 
courage of the Maccabees and the never- 
ending struggle for freedom and against 
oppression. 


Elasa and the End 

All this and more besides had come to 
pass before Judas Maccabaeus led his 
remaining troops into the lines against 
Bacchides at Elasa. With a strength and 
ferocity that no other warrior of his age 
could muster, Judas fought through the 
lines toward the main forces and Bac- 
chides himself. To the resounding clang 
of sword on helm and the echo of dying 
screams of men, both sides fought until 
day began to fade. 

The right flank of the Seleucids began 
to give way as Judas fell upon them. But 
the left flank of the Seleucid army re- 
sponded, enveloping the remaining Jew- 
ish fighters. Judas fought, the sword of 
Apollonius in his hand striking here and 
there, the warriors of Bacchides falling 
at his feet, the blood-flecked bodies of 
his enemies making a wall around him, 
even as the weight of the full force of the 
enemy pressed in. At last, the merciless, 
cold iron of his foes found an end in his 
valorous breast, and with those few of 
his fighters at his back, he fell, mortally 
wounded. 

“When Judas was dead,” recounted Jo- 
sephus, “those that were with him had no 
one who they could regard [as their com- 
mander]; but when they saw themselves 
deprived of such a general, they fled.” 

Though this was the end of Judas, it 
wasn’t the end of the Maccabean tri- 
umph. At Daphne, Antiochus the false 
god had celebrated his earthly wealth 
and power. At Jerusalem, with the great 
labors of the sons of Mattathias, a great- 
er triumph was achieved. The temple 
was restored; the legacy of Judas Mac- 
cabaeus was a century of independence 
and the restoration, indeed salvation, of 
the Jewish faith. Hi 
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EXERCISING THE RIGHT 


Navy Vet 


Surprises Robbers 


13WMAZ.com reported on December 
11 about an incident in New Orleans that 
makes one mindful of the fact that you 
can’t judge a book by its cover. Sixty- 
three-year-old Bennie Sideboerd and his 
cousin pulled up to their house, and two 
masked men appeared out of nowhere and 
approached the vehicle. The masked thugs 
thought the senior citizen would be an 
easy victim, but they found out otherwise. 
One masked man grabbed Bennie 
and threw him to the ground. The other 
masked man told Bennie’s cousin to put 
his hands on the car. As Bennie fell to the 
ground, he was able to grab his gun, which 
he had in a concealed holster. Bennie ex- 
plained to 13 WMAZ.com that the would- 
be robber told him not to move. “He said, 
don’t you move, so I turned around.... 
He pointed at me and I pulled out my gun 
and boom boom boom!” Investigators 
from the New Orleans Police Department 
say that none of Bennie’s initial shots hit 
the suspects. Bennie got down to his last 
round in his gun, and the suspects were not 
giving up on their violent assault. “Then 
he came running at me.... He knocked me 
down.... I grabbed him by his back and I 
went BOOM,” Bennie said. “It was a five- 
shot gun and I knew I had one shot left, so 
when I grabbed him, I went boom.... He 
dropped the gun then he grabbed his stom- 
ach and said ‘Oh Lord!’ and rode out and 
ran.” Bennie’s cousin ran from the scene 
as soon as the bullets began flying, and 
made it to a nearby police station, where 
he reported the incident. Police soon ar- 
rived on the scene, but only found Bennie, 
as the two criminals had fled the scene. 
Bennie is a Navy veteran and regularly 
practices target shooting at a local shoot- 
ing range. Bennie told 13WMAZ.com 
that he wasn’t nervous in the least. “When 
somebody comes at you like that, you 
can’t be nervous.... If not, they’re going 
to kill you anyhow. So you have a choice: 
Either you get them or they get you.” 
Neighbor Areme Marks expressed 
gratitude that things worked out the way 
they did and said she believes that Ben- 
nie’s brave actions may have even saved 
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“.. the right of the people to keep and bear Arms, shall not be infringed.” 
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others. “They could have gone on to harm 
other people, but because he fought back, 
they probably ended their night.” 


All in the Family 


In a terrifying ordeal, a homeowner fatally 
shot a burglar who broke in to his house 
in Ellwood City, Pennsylvania. FoxNews 
reported on December 10 that 84-year- 
old Don Lutz was home alone when two 
masked men broke in to his house. Lutz 
was fortunate to have a loaded gun nearby 
and got into a physical altercation with 
the burglars. Lutz fired his gun, hitting 
one of the suspects, who collapsed and 
died at the scene. The other suspect ran 
from the house and is still being sought 
by police. When police arrived, they found 
Lutz suffering from injuries he sustained 
in the scuffle and the body of the deceased 
suspect. Investigators used facial recogni- 
tion methods, along with fingerprints, to 
identify the deceased suspect as 49-year- 
old Dennis Mercadante. It turns out that 
Mercadante was Lutz’s nephew-in-law. 
Mercadante had a long, sordid criminal 
history and struggled with drug addiction, 
so Lutz was not surprised by his fate. 

Lutz exclaimed that it was his faith in 
God along with his God-given right to 
be armed for self-defense that saved him 
that night. “I’m a hard believer of guns 
— not gun control. We should never stop 
law-abiding people from having guns,” 
Lutz told the Ellwood City Ledger. “I’ve 
never been afraid in my life,” Lutz, a Kore- 
an War vet, told WTAE. “God has always 
been with me, and I’m a hard believer in 
God and Jesus Christ, and God was with 
me tonight.” Lutz also said that he didn’t 
regret his actions, even after knowing that 
the suspect was his nephew-in-law, though 
he admitted it “was quite a shock.” Lutz 
told KDKA, “I know one thing for sure 
— they came here to kill me. They came 
here to get a gun off of me and they came 
here to kill me, and I know that now and 
I didn’t have an alternative to do what I 
did.” Lutz also told KDKA that he was 
grateful that his niece no longer needs to 
be bothered by the deceased suspect. “I’m 
glad I did it for my niece because I felt she 
was in danger all the time.” 


Pizza Delivery Man 


A 2014 study published by the U.S. Bu- 
reau of Labor Statistics listed a “driver- 
sales worker” as the fifth-most-dangerous 
occupation, a term that includes pizza 
delivery drivers. A news story out of Fort 
Pierce, Florida, underscored how danger- 
ous such a job can be. 

TCPalm.com reported on December 18 
about a 25-year-old pizza delivery man 
who was the victim of a robbery. John 
Parker, a pizza delivery man for Goodfellas 
Pizza, was driving around a neighborhood 
looking for an address but couldn’t find 
the house. Parker called his employer, who 
told him the order was most likely fake and 
that he should return to the pizza shop. As 
Parker drove back down the road, he saw a 
man waving at him to stop. Parker did not 
suspect any foul play, so he stopped his ve- 
hicle and got out to speak with the man. But 
before they could even exchange words, 
Parker observed that the man was holding 
what appeared to be a gun. Parker froze as 
the robber demanded his cash. Parker hand- 
ed over the $40 he was carrying, but the 
robber demanded more, including Parker’s 
cellphone. The suspect ordered Parker to go 
back to his car to get more stuff to give him. 
Little did the criminal know that Parker had 
a gun and ammo in his vehicle. Parker re- 
trieved the pistol and loaded it. Emerging 
from the car, Parker opened fire on the sus- 
pect, who still had a gun pointed at him. 
Parker shot the assailant twice in the leg 
and once in the pelvis. The injured suspect 
fell to the ground, and Parker called 911. 

Police soon arrived on the scene, and the 
injured suspect was taken to a nearby medi- 
cal facility for treatment. The suspect was 
later charged with armed robbery. Police 
say there will be no charges against Parker 
because, even though he did not have a con- 
cealed carry permit, Parker’s gun and ammo 
were stored in the vehicle, and Parker was 
well within his rights to retrieve them. Police 
also stated that the gun that the suspect used 
was actually an Airsoft toy gun, which looks 
like a real gun but only shoots plastic pellets. 
Authorities believe the suspect was hoping 
an unwitting victim would think the toy gun 
was real. Unfortunately for the suspect, that 
is exactly what happened! Ml 

— PATRICK KREY 
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Net Neutrality Nonsense 


Item: CNN reported on December 14 
that the FCC’ vote repealing net neu- 
trality was the “end of the Internet as we 
know it.” In fact, that very claim served 
as the original headline before the liberal 
news network changed the it to “Trump's 
FCC votes to repeal Net Neutrality.” And 
while the phrase, “end of the Internet as 
we know it” no longer appears in the ar- 
ticle, the entire tone of the article carries 
that though. 

CNN's Seth Fiegerman wrote that the 
“Net Neutrality rules, approved by the 
FCC in 2015, were intended to keep the in- 
ternet open and fair” and that the repeal, 
which threatens the Internet, “passed 3-2, 
along a party-line vote.” 
ITEM: Also on December 14, CNN 
Money reported that the FCC “voted ... 
to dismantle rules regulating the busi- 
nesses that connect consumers to the 
internet, granting broadband compa- 
nies the power to potentially reshape 
Americans’ online experiences.” Rife 
with references to broadband providers 
no longer being barred from “blocking 
websites or charging for higher-quality 
service or certain content,” the article 
painted a dystopian picture of the future 
of the Internet. 
Item: Echoing the sky-is-falling theme 
of liberal reporting on the death of net 
neutrality, the Washington Post report- 
ed on December 14 that the FCC “just 
changed the Internet” under the not-so- 
subtle headline, “Why Ajit Pai is wrong 
about net neutrality.’ Claiming that “net 
neutrality ensures that telecom providers 
dont discriminate in providing Internet 
service to consumers by price or con- 
tent,” the article attempts to make the 
case that the vote to end net neutrality 
was a vote for decimating the Internet 
by allowing those evil telecom giants to 
operate without government regulation. 
ITEM: The Verge jumped into the fray of 
doomsday reporting on the death of net 
neutrality with two reports — both dated 
December 14 — under the headlines 
“The FCC just killed net neutrality” and 
“What public libraries will lose without 
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Progress without government: The Internet is the most innovative, pervasive, free, and 
open form of communication man has ever known because it grew up largely unhindered by 


government regulation (read: interference). 


net neutrality.” The articles themselves 
were loaded with end-of-the-world-as- 
we-know-it claims. 

The first of these articles featured a 
graphic of red digital skulls invoking 
thoughts of the death of the Internet it- 
self. That article claimed that net neutral- 
ity rules — dating all the way back to 2015 
— “prevented internet providers from 
blocking and throttling traffic and offering 
paid fast lanes.” It also asserted that the 
Obama-era FCC% reclassification of the 
Internet as a public utility under Title IT of 
the Communications Act of 1934 provided 
“a strong legal backing” to the rules. It 
then went on to lament that the December 
14 vote to repeal net neutrality “undoes 
all of that” by removing “the Title IT des- 
ignation, preventing the FCC from putting 
tough net neutrality rules in place even if 
it wanted to.” 

The other article is even more deeply 
steeped in liberal fantasy-think. Written 
and published before the vote was final- 
ized (though the results of the vote were a 
foregone conclusion), the article claimed, 
“The FCC will vote on a measure today 
that would repeal net neutrality and pave 


the way for the end of the free, open in- 
ternet as we’ve always known it.” It went 
on to predict that as a result of the FCC 
repealing net neutrality, people will lose 
access to the Internet and be unable to 
do homework assignments, search for 
and apply for jobs, and seek higher edu- 
cation. Dire predictions, indeed, if they 
had any truth to them. Fortunately, they 
dont, as we shall see. 
CORRECTION: While the liberal media is 
acting like the end of net neutrality is the 
end of a free and open Internet (or at least 
the “end of the Internet as we know it”), 
nothing could be further from the truth. 
Perhaps a little background is in order. 
As we covered in an article entitled 
“Regulating your e-Freedom” in our June 
8, 2015 issue, net neutrality — far from 
protecting the free and open Internet — 
posed a very real danger to any hope of 
keeping the Internet either free or open. 
Here is a tip for those who want to know: 
Government regulation is the opposite of 
freedom and openness. Net neutrality — 
a misnomer if ever there was such a thing 
— was never about neutrality; it was 
about regulating the Internet, something 
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the courts had already correctly decided 
on two previous occasions that the FCC 
lacked the authority to do. As this writer 
stated in that previous article: 


This is not the first time the FCC has 
attempted to enforce Net Neutrality. 
Two previous attempts were fairly 
short-lived, with the courts decid- 
ing that the FCC lacked the authority 
to enforce Net Neutrality. So, FCC 
Chairman Tom Wheeler began seek- 
ing a legal tool to make the third time 
a charm. When President Obama 
called on the FCC to reclassify the 
Internet as a public utility, Wheeler 
(who had originally opposed the 
idea) reversed his previous position 
and began pushing reclassification 
as the legal tool Net Neutrality advo- 
cates had been seeking. Having been 
denied the ability to regulate the In- 
ternet in the past because of a lack 
of legal authority, the FCC simply 
reclassified it as a Title II public util- 
ity, and — voila! — the authority to 
regulate it suddenly exists. 


Pe SSSA 


When the FCC voted on February 26, 
2015 to reclassify the Internet as a “public 
utility” under Title II of the Communica- 
tions Act of 1934, it was grasping for the 
“authority” to regulate the Internet, based 
on its already-existing “authority” to reg- 
ulate the telephone and television indus- 
tries. But calling the Internet a public util- 
ity does not mean that that’s how it should 
be regarded. 

Interestingly, the creation of net neutral- 
ity, like the recent repeal of net neutrality, 
passed by a three-to-two, party-line vote. 
But the liberal media made an issue of the 
vote being along party lines only in the 
case of the repeal. 

The Internet is the most innovative, per- 
vasive, free, and open form of communi- 
cation man has ever known. Access to it is 
more readily available now than ever be- 
fore, and an increasing number of people 
are using it as the primary method for their 
communications. When used properly, the 
Internet allows private, anonymous com- 
munication in a way that is unrivaled. 
Beyond that, it is also a marketplace, a 
research network, an alternative news 


Total control: Obama-era FCC Chairman Tom Wheeler used the “bright-line” rules of net 
neutrality as the camel’s nose in the tent to introduce his “general conduct rule,” which he 
correctly described as a “catch-all standard.” 
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source, and much, much more. It is all 
these things because it grew up largely un- 
hindered by government regulation (read: 
interference). 

But the uniqueness of the Internet not- 
withstanding, suppose that it should be 
considered a public utility. Does such a 
designation therefore mean that it should 
be regulated? Rather than accepting 
Wheeler’s argument that the FCC should 
regulate the Internet because it regulates 
“other” public utilities, the contrary argu- 
ment could be made that the FCC should 
not be regulating the telephone and tele- 
vision industries either. In fact, there is no 
enumerated power in the Constitution for 
such federal regulations. Nevertheless, 
as Thomas Paine observed in Common 
Sense, “A long habit of not thinking a 
thing wrong, gives it a superficial appear- 
ance of being right, and raises at first a 
formidable outcry in defense of custom.” 
The American people have for so long 
had overreaching government that too 
many of them have come to accept and 
expect it. Rather than demand that gov- 
ernment be restrained to its proper con- 
stitutional role, they tend to defend the 
oppression once it becomes established 
and entrenched. 

Building error upon error, Wheeler 
promised that his scheme would — by 
the power of government regulation — 
protect the free and open Internet from 
the power of Internet Service Providers 
(ISPs), which he referred to as “gatekeep- 
ers.” Never mind that the entire scheme 
was built on one lie after another. 

Besides the primary lie that the Internet 
required government regulation to make 
it free and open and the secondary lie that 
the FCC possesses this regulatory author- 
ity, there are other lies too numerous to 
cover in this article. Let’s take a look at 
three of them: 

¢ The most important of these other 
lies is that the three “bright-line” rules 
of Wheeler’s net neutrality order were 
designed to protect the Internet from 
the threat of ISPs acting as “gatekeep- 
ers.” In reality, they were rules against 
a free-market Internet. A detailed look 
at the more than 400 pages of rules (as 
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an aside, one is left to wonder how the 
Internet could ever have survived as long 
as it did, if more than 400 pages of regu- 
lations were needed to keep it free and 
open) shows that the devil is the details. 
Those three “bright-line” rules (against 
blocking, throttling, and paid prioritiza- 
tion) were rife with case-by-case excep- 
tions and definitions that were broader 
than the categories they claimed to de- 
fine. In the final summation, they could 
not accomplish what they promised. 
Instead, those “bright-line” rules were 
merely window dressing for the “gen- 
eral conduct rule” that Wheeler called 
a “catch-all standard.” This rule autho- 
rized the FCC to regulate nearly every- 
thing about the Internet, including rates 
and content. 

¢ Another lie is related to rate regula- 
tion: Wheeler and the other architects and 
supporters of net neutrality promised there 
would be no regulation of Internet rates 
(similar enough to Obama’s promises of 
no premium increases with the misnamed 
Patient Protection and Affordable Care 
Act), but in April 2016, Wheeler testi- 
fied before Congress that a bill to keep the 
FCC from regulating Internet rates would 
kill net neutrality and prevent the com- 
mission from enforcing its rules. This was 
because the power to set rates was part of 
net neutrality all along. 

¢ The promise that net neutrality would 
not regulate content was a lie. By Novem- 
ber 2015, it was already apparent that po- 
litically conservative websites could find 
themselves in the cross hairs of censor- 
ship under the net neutrality order. After 
all, Wheeler publicly acknowledged that 
his “catch-all standard” allowed it, and his 
promise of “forbearance” was just words. 

Regarding the latter, as net neutrality 
began shaping up to regulate Internet con- 
tent, former FCC Commissioner Harold 
Furchtgott-Roth filed a brief with the U.S. 
Court of Appeals for the D.C. Circuit say- 
ing in part: 


In addition to compelling speech, 
the order impermissibly singles out 
broadband providers without im- 
posing similar requirements on the 
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Imagined problem: The net neutrality rules were ostensibly designed to prevent Internet Service 
Providers from becoming what former FCC Chairman Tom Wheeler called “gatekeepers” — and 
created government regulations to solve a “problem” that does not exist. 


speech of other Internet entities who 
also act as gatekeepers. 


In other words, “edge providers” (a term 
used by the FCC to describe “any indi- 
vidual or entity that provides any content, 
application, or service over the Internet, 
and any individual or entity that provides 
a device used for accessing any content, 
application, or service over the Internet’’) 
should be regulated by net neutrality the 
same as ISPs, since they, too, could act 
as “gatekeepers.” But remember, many 
“edge providers” (such as Netflix, Hulu, 
Google, and others) provide “content.” 

The “bright-line” rules were the camel’s 
nose in the tent; Wheeler’s “catch-all stan- 
dard” was the rest of the camel, allowing 
for total regulation, including both rates 
and content (read: government censorship 
of the Internet). 

Although the liberal media is claiming 
that the repeal of net neutrality is “the end 
of the Internet as we know it,” the real- 
ity is that, as FCC Chairman Ajit Pai said 
after the December 14 vote, “The inter- 


net wasn’t broken in 2015. We were not 
living in some digital dystopia.” In fact, 
even supporters of net neutrality seem to 
acknowledge Pai’s point, without even 
realizing they are doing so. Consider, for 
example, The Verge article “What public 
libraries will lose without net neutrality,” 
which was referenced in the “Items” seg- 
ment of this column. The writer of this 
piece stumbles over his own logic (if it 
can be called that) when he warns that 
the repeal of net neutrality will “pave the 
way for the end of the free, open internet 
as we’ve always known it.” But since 
the “free, open internet as we’ve always 
known it” has been around in its commer- 
cial form since the late 1980s, and net neu- 
trality has been in effect only since June 
2015, net neutrality cannot be the cause of 
a free, open Internet. 

The death of net neutrality is not the end 
of the free, open Internet. In fact, the death 
of net neutrality may well have saved the 
Internet from being strangled to death by 
government regulation. 

— C. MITCHELL SHAW 
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Roe v. Wade: Legacy of Lies 


anuary 22, 2018, the 
Jere date of this issue, 
marks the 45th anniver- 
sary of one of America’s most 
controversial decisions. In 
1973, the Supreme Court case 
Roe v. Wade was settled, le- 
galizing abortion nationwide, 
creating devastating effects 
that can be neither ignored 
nor erased. 
Twenty-one-year-old 
Norma McCorvey, also 
known as Jane Roe in the 
prominent court case, was 
unmarried and pregnant with 
her third child. Seeking an 
abortion, she was introduced 
to two young attorneys, Sarah 
Weddington and Linda Coffey. Looking to challenge the abor- 
tion laws in Texas, the young lawyers decided to use McCorvey 
to facilitate their scheme. Adopting the falsehood that McCor- 
vey’s pregnancy was due to a gang rape, Weddington and Coffey 
built their case on lies that would eventually claim the lives of 
untold numbers of unborn, not just in Texas, but nationwide. 
McCorvey grew to regret her actions, as she began to under- 
stand the truth about abortion. In testimony before Congress on 
January 21, 1998, McCorvey lamented her part in Roe v. Wade: 


Norma 
McCorvey 


Good morning. My name is Norma McCorvey. I’m sorry 
to admit that I’m the Jane Roe of Roe v. Wade. 

The affidavit submitted to the Supreme Court didn’t hap- 
pen the way I said it did, pure and simple. I lied! Sarah 
Weddington and Linda Coffey needed an extreme case 
to make their client look pitiable. Rape seemed to be the 
ticket. What made rape even worse? A gang rape! It all 
started out as a little lie, but my little lie grew and became 
more horrible with each telling. 

Not only did I lie, but I was lied to. I did not come to the 
Supreme Court on behalf of a class of women. I wasn’t pur- 
suing any legal remedy for my unwanted pregnancy. I did 
not go to the federal courts for relief. I met with Sarah Wed- 
dington to find out how I could obtain an abortion.... Sarah 
and Linda were looking for somebody, anybody, to use to 
further their own agenda. I was their most willing dupe. 

Since all these lies succeeded in dismantling every 
state’s protection of the unborn, I think it’s fair to say that 
the entire abortion industry is based on a lie. 


In her biography The Story of Norma McCorvey — The Woman 


Who Became Jane Roe, she recalled her previous notion on the 
subject: “Abortion, to me, meant ‘going back’ to the condi- 
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tion of not being pregnant.” 
She believed, and was told, 
that the baby growing inside 
of her was “just a piece of 
tissue.” This belief changed 
with McCorvey’s conversion 
to Christianity. 

Like McCorvey, many 
have held the erroneous belief 
that early pregnancy yielded 
nothing more than a lifeless 
mass of tissue with no human 
value. Early in the abortion 
era, religious faith seemed 
to be the only foundational 
reason for those not adhering 
to that view. Fortunately, our 
knowledge has progressed. 

Thanks to scientific ad- 
vancement, we now have objective proof that as early as six 
weeks into pregnancy, the heartbeat of a living human being can 
be detected. Also, the consensus as to when the baby begins to 
feel pain is at 20 weeks, yet at this point in pregnancy, a woman 
is able to end the human life growing inside of her. 

In 2016, Utah passed a law requiring anesthesia for babies 
being murdered in the womb at 20 weeks and after. Though 
it would seem backward and counterproductive to relieve the 
suffering of one being allowed to be legally murdered, we must 
remember our confused place in history concerning human life. 

With the unfortunate victory of Roe v. Wade came the spi- 
raling degradation of the sanctity of life. Only in an immoral 
culture can individuals acknowledge human life and justify its 
barbaric murder for the sake of convenience. However, there has 
been a shift, as more individuals, groups, and legislatures have 
begun to speak out and act against these atrocities — a shift that 
could bring the head and heart into alignment. 

One notable change comes from the Department of Health 
and Human Services (HHS). The organization recently released 
its draft HHS Strategic Plan (2014-2018), acknowledging, for 
the first time, that life begins at conception and that it needs 
to be protected. Addressing its agenda to “enhance the health 
and well-being of Americans,” the plan states, “HHS accom- 
plishes its mission through programs and initiatives that cover 
a wide spectrum of activities, serving and protecting Americans 
at every stage of life, beginning at conception.” 

This acknowledgment of the sanctity of life is what McCorvey 
spent the rest of her changed life fighting for. She emphatically de- 
clared in her testimony before Congress, “I am dedicated to spend- 
ing the rest of my life undoing the law that bears my name. It is my 
sincere prayer that there be no 30th anniversary of Roe v. Wade.” 

May we endeavor, 20 years later, to continue Norma McCor- 
vey’s fight to end the lie of Roe v. Wade. & 
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World Federalism 101 

World Federalism 101, by Rick Biondi and Alex Newman, explores the history of the World 
Federalist and Atlantic Union movements in the U.S. Congress and beyond, as well as 
exposing proponents of world government, using their own words and deeds. (2014, pb, 
212pp, 1-4/$16.95ea; 5-9/$14.95ea; 10+/$13.95ea) BKWF1G1 


Blue 

For decades the Green Movement has claimed that Earth is threatened by the activity 
and existence of mankind. Green policies require that we give up our liberties to “save” 
the planet. This film challenges Green philosophies, and explores issues such as carbon 
emissions, climate change, and overpopulation. Blue casts a bold new vision: that through 
greater freedom we can realize a fuller potential for man and this beautiful blue planet 
we call home. (2014, DVD, 58min, 1-4/$17.95ea; 5-9/$15.95ea; 10+/$14.95ea) DVDBLUE 


To the Victor Go the Myths & Monuments 


To the Victor Go the Myths & Monuments details a deliberate movement of organized 
opposition working to make subversion possible. It's American history that needs to be 
told to and learned by all Americans in order to understand the proper role of govern- 
ment and our role in it. (2016ed, 492pp, pb, 1/$14.95ea; 2-14/$13.25ea; 15+/$12.95ea) 
BKTVGMMPB 


The Blue Book 


The Doctrine of 
the Lesser Magistrates 


The Doctrine of the Lesser Magistrates provides proven guidelines 
for proper and legitimate resistance to tyranny, often without 
causing any major upheaval in society. The doctrine teaches 
us how to rein in lawless acts by government and restore jus- 
tice in our nation. (2013, pb, 115pp, 1/$13.95ea; 2-4/$12.95ea; 
5-9/$11.95ea; 10+/$10.95ea) BKDLM 


The Blue Book 


A transcript of the entire two-day presentation given by Robert 
Welch at the founding meeting of The John Birch Society in 
Indianapolis, in December 1958. The background, methods, and 
purposes of The John Birch Society are set forth. It also includes a 
new introduction by JBS CEO Art Thompson, reviewing some of 
Robert Welch's predictions from the original manuscript, and the 
complete text of Welch’s speech “The Truth in Time,’ an overview 
of the national and world situation in 1966. (2012ed, 204pp, pb, 
1/$8.95ea; 2-5/$8.00ea; 6-19/$7.00ea; 20+/$6.00ea) BKBB 
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